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ABSTRACT

Retirement can bring about significant disruptiar men who spend a larggmountof their lives in

paid employment. When leaving paid employment, malso leave places where they have
developed a sersof self, secured resources, found meaning, participated in social networks, and
engaged in practices of health and gendeomwHmenrespond to such a challenging life stage by
creatng spaces forparticipating in positive and affirming practisgis largdy overlooked In this

thesis | explore the ways in which a group of oldeetired men jointly (re)construct a sense of self
through emplaced socimaterial practicein 4 KS a Sy Qa { KS Rmidba2d¥diti of { K 2 NB
fAGSNY GdzNB 2y Y Sy @&ocidD keldfforysAlps, [this ReseardzLdhiibled © an
understanding of the waysien in AotearoaNew Zealandome tore-know themselves andevelop
supportive relationships through ahared community project. The research is informed by an
ethnographic asebased orientation that draws oparticipationobservationfieldwork, interviews

and a focus groupvith menwho participatel & G KS aSy Q& .([FiKdhés illosgarelile { K 2 NEF
effort thesemen put into thecommunalreworking of self, the maintenanagf health and dignity in

a disruptive life stage, their pragmatic approach to retirement, and their (re)production of place and
space A centralfocusin the analysis is the importance of soamaterial practice in the Shedn
particular, hie analysis gores therole of material practice as an essential relational practice in the
Shed. Through construction projects, men connect with, and reproduce, the material essence of the
Shed, and engage meaningfully with other m&he analysis also demonstratdse importance of
material practice foithese menin maintaining health and dignity in later lif€he menagentively

and pragmatically respond to displacement in retirement by (re)constructing a sense of selfand re
emplacing themselves through familiand shared labour practiceS.he analysis also demonstrates
how the daily material activities of the Shed reflect an ongoing enactment of wellbeing, enabled and

demonstrated through social interaction and productive activity.
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PREFACE

Most men spend a large proportion of their lives in paid employment. A job is a practical medium
which provides opportunities for monetary remuneration, economic contribution, and the
structuring of daily life. Paid employment is asoarena in which men forge identities, engage with
others, construct meaning, experience social support, form attachments, and (re)produce patterns
of health and gende(Barnes & Parry, 2004; Ormsby, Stanley, & Jaworski, 20iije some men

may look forward to ceasinigbour obligations tied to employment when they retire, doing so can
mean walking away from valuable practices that grant men access to social, health, and material
resources that are entrenched within the social dynamics of paid employrfgarhes & Parry,
2004; Nicholson, 2012; Pease, 2002)e know that activities which are social and meaningful can
play important roles in healthy ageing for men in later ((B¢ass, Leon, Marottoli, & Berkman, 1999)
However, we know little of how men (re)develop identities, (re)construetaning, orcontinue to
interact sociallyand meaningfullywith others in responding tothe difficulties of retirement,

particularlythrough material enterprise.

CKS2NRARSAE 2F YSyQa LRAAGAGDGS | yR adzlJLi2 Nlohlgde8 NBf I
life, but from our understandings of men more generally. Men have been the subject of much
ONAGAOAAY TFTNBY I ONR&aa GKS az2O0Alf a0ASyO0Sasz €I N
economic, and political control and advantage. Critiquesaften conceptualised in relation to the

enactment of masculinities, particularly hegemonic masculinif€s Lee & R. Owens, 2002)

Attention has been drawn to the implications of these enactments, aslwéll YSy Q&4 LINBR2 YA
in criminal and violent activityC. Lee & R. Owens, 200®)uch of the work on men focusses on
feministoriented critiques ofliscriminative power structures which exist between mexl avomen,

and between particular groups of me8pecifically, feminist research has adwedaagainst sexual
determinism drawing attention to social, political, knowledgmnd legal discriminations which have

historically constrained womefirriedman, Metelerkamp, & Posel, 198Thefocus on exploring and

criticigng power imbalances between men and women has brought a reflective awareness and
response to patriarchal domination and oppressi@itiedman et al., 1987While research into

YSyQa Ay@2t @SYSyid Ay &a20ALf A&aadzsSa &adzOK Fa DAzt
anti-social behaviour to men in general carries with it the implarathat merely being a man is to

be associated with suspiciofHodgetts & Rua, 2008)Given the dearth of awareness and
understanding about the ways in which men do contribute-pogially and positively to society,

GKSNE A& OSNIlFAyte | ySSR (2 Y20S o0S&2yR RSTAO



supportive and relational rolegBank & Hansford, 2000By problematizing traditionally defieit
based research orientations toward men, | seek to open ppodtunities to (re)consider men as
beings who are not only prosocial, but who support each other in coping with adversity in relational

ways.

A relatively small but growing body of research and popular commentary is focused on positive
St SYSyia &g and/ @lgtionghips, and how these can be practiced through material
enterprise(Hodgetts & Rua, 2010; J. MacDonald, 2011; Skladzien & O'Dwyer, @ah8)jderation

has been given to men engaged in affirmatared supportive experiences tharovide them (and
others) with function, purpose, opportunities for discussionntimacy, and shared creativity
(Hodgetts & Rua, 2010Fpecific attention has been drawn to trsocial interaction, support,
engagementandbelongingmen develop through construction projects that happen at community
and domestic Beds (Hodgetts & Rua, 2010; Skladzien & O'Dwyer, 2038¢ds @ specificsites
whereY I G SNRA I £  LINI O A OS arelaiion3hs with oth&Sdevelgpko@eBhaireS v Q &
of projects with friends andwhere skillsare passed oo younger generationgHodgetts & Rua,
2010) Such contexts are important in providing a space for menligcuss and negotiateensions

and relationswhich exist within their lives (Smith & Winchester, 1998Men can draw on such
supportive and mal®rientated spaces to strengthen thesense of welbeing, whilst also playing
beneficial roles in wider communitigSkladzien & O'Dwyer, 2010%heds provide legitimate and
acceptable grounds for men to congregate, and baffer men from negative perceptions of men
and masculinity(Golding, Kimberley, Foley, & Brown, 2008) particular, sheds can help men
(re)negotiate positive male identitidbat offer alternatives to populaunderstandings of traditional
masculinities and unhealthy or risky practi¢€®olding & Foley, 2008; Ormsby et al., 2010; Skladzien
& O'Dwyer, 2010)

In response to the focus o KS NR S 2F aKSRa Ay YSyQa NBtlFGA2Yy2
materially expressive beindgs emerged. While see mengive,receive and appreciatestyles of

supportive verbal communication that focugs on the exploration of feelings and persdna
perspectivegBank & Hansford, 2000pther men tend towardsmaterial forms of coping, such as

labour or physich activity (Edwards, McCreanor, Ormsby, Tuwhangai, & Tigaraeh, 2009)

Moreover, the dichotomous differentiation betweeresbal expression and material practice may

ONBI 1 R2éy Ay az2y$s O2yiSEdGa 3IAGSY (KIG WR2AY3IQ |
the same time(Hodgetts & Rua, 2010Yhis conceptualisation is reflected in popular literature, to

which,a YSY RSTAYS (KSYatqi dopkins & RileyRIBMY B KA KA WPREAY IQ 2

1 Sheds are Bnple roofed structures that are typically used as workshops or storage spaces

2



spaces in which menan be intimate and express tlrerelationships with other merfHodgetts &

Rua, 2010)C2NJ a2YS YSysZ WR2AY 3 hasédgeysé MFfodotming, drusind G KSA N
support, fostered through partigation in shared activities, andlso through the accompanying

mundane experiences of welcomesmiles and time spent togethefHodgetts & Rua, 2010A

shared sense® WoSAYy3IQ YR WR2AYy3IQX (KSyX LINRBJARSa YSy
contribute to a sense of connection to particular places and to the people that inhabit Den &

Durrheim, 2004)

This thesis explores the ways in which a group of older mekasjruct a personal, yet shared

sense of self through emplaced and embodied socialraaterial practicesSpecifically, | hw on

the exemplar of thea Sy Q& { KSR ds2ahInténtiofals@ateBurhere older merman

participate in positive and affirming practi&én response to a challenging life staddis research
NBalLR2yRa (2 (GKS RSI NI K abilty td ckeatS dpaces daNdare apbsitiveS y Qa v ¢
social relationships. Rarely are men captured in the literal and purposeful manufacture of restorative

and caring spaces, particularly those designed by men to encourage the creation of supportive
interpersonal tés. The researchcontributes to arenewedunderstanding of the ways in which men

in Aotearoga New Zealand@ome to know themselves ardkvelop supportive relationships through a
sharedcommunity projecta I Y& YSy K2 LJ NI AOALI GSSa (W {aKSyRRA S{a

and will be referred to likewise in this thesis.

¢ KNRPdZAK2dzi GKA& GKS&Aaz L RNlg¢g 2y | gARS NI¥y3S
Shore. In particular, | draw on popular literature, New Zealand history, adult learninglogpgi
anthropology, archaeology, and psychology to inform my exploration of how these men make sense

of, and conduct, psitive and supportive action ithe Shed. This is significant, as a range of
RAAGOALX AySa K2t R AyaAa3Kithe impgitaree o Bageihd practiRény G A G A S &

understanding everyday life.

I KILWGSN) 2yS SELX 2NBa (GKS aSyQa { KSR Y20SYSyisz a
Ffa2 RNIg¢g O2yySOlAzya o0SG6SSy aSyQa {KSRa | yR |
colonial setting of labour and communal wellbeing. This chapter will put into context the relational,
SYOANRBYYSyYyGlfs FYR YIFIGSNRAIFE AyFtdzSyOoSa GKIFdG AYOo«
Such considerations provide the grounds on whicframe an appropriate conceptualisation of the

aSyQa { KSR b2NIK {K2NB T2NJ GKA& NBAaASIHNOKD



Ly OKIFLIGSNI g2 L | NBdzS F2NJ I ONB0O2yOSLIidz f A&l
social interaction, emplacement, objease, and (re)constructioof self. Such a conceptualisation is

necessary for understanding supportive relationships that arise from the consumption and
production practies of the men who participate ithe Shed. As such, | draw particular attention to

theory that explores the re of social practice and material objects in everyday life. From this

theory, | develop a conceptual framework that focuses on relational being and material enterprise
GKFG +FNB SaaSyidalt StSYSyita 2F aSyQa bpdIRad 2 Al
FOG2NAR S6KAOK FILOATtAGIGS GKS WFAGAOAY3I AyQ 2F | OG.

Sheddies experience, understand, and relate to the world, and to each other.

In chapter three, | discuss the methodological approach usethis research to explore the

LI NIAOALF yiaQ fAPSR SELISNASYyOSa 2F GKS asSyoa {K
that happen there. | highlight amuto-ethnographic and caskased humarcentred research

orientation that emphasises detailekploration of practices which take place within a unique and

particular setting, from a view of a social participant who operates within it.

Chapter foulJNBa Sy ida | (2dzNJ 2F GKS aSyQa { KSR b2NIK {K
Shed and to itxontext as | experienced it during this research, including the construction of the

Shed itself, and particular events and objects that were instrumental in my developing

dzy RSNRGFYRAY3 2F GKS {KSRQaA a2O0Al t impbriancé afS® ¢ KN
researchefparticipation in, rather than simply observinghe materiallyoriented context of the

Shed. Indeed, a particular focus of the chapter is the importance of materiatiggain drawing

together menin the Shed.

In chapter five, Examine the reworking of selhat takes place ithe Shed in responst® leaving

paid employment andadjusting to retirement. | focus here on social interaction and physical
engagement as the key mechanisms for the joint reconceptualising of self trs# then participate

in, and how such interaction emerges from shared material and social practices. In particular, |
explore how participants come to know the world through labour, and how labased practices

2T WYoSAy3aQ 02YS G2 othueds WlbkihgStReir dirntities,yand (séhSeAoN O2 y
belonging and placement. | demonstrate that through the continuation of labour practices, Sheddies

are able to position themselves in opposition to socially and physically inactive men whom they

perceive asocially isolated and unhealthy.

/ KILWGSN) AAE SELX 2NBa LI NIAOALI yG&aQ AyiaSyhGAazyl f

particular attention to the way camaraderie is purposefully worked into the everyday activities of



the Shed, and to the use of @tts and space that are taken up in its working. The intentional
F2NX¥AYy3 2F &a20Alt 062yRa Aa | OKAS@OSR G GKS { KSR
ways through embodied and emplaced practices. | demonstrate that Sheddies seek ouhethet

the Shed and establish a base of rapport and trust by engaging in shared enterprise, then use this as

a platform to discuss more personal issues.

In the final chapter, | draw together the findings of this research, and highlight significant
contributions to knowledge as well as opening the door for further research. | also draw attention to

the purposeful ethos of caring and sharing that is absent from much theoretioakptualisations

of men, yet lis at the heart of the Shed. | finish by illistdt A y 3 G KIF G NBASF NOK Ayd2
FY AYLRNIFYd NRBEtS Ay (GKS adzZLl2 NI yR O2yldAydz GA?2



CHAPTER ONE

Men@KSRa |yR GKS aSyQa { KSR Y20Q

¢CKSNBE Aa | ANRPgAYy3A 062Re 27T ntigéremiladddaNhSbetdigbnthieK S a Sy
movement and positive health outcomes for older men. This chapter considers the existing literature
2y aSyQa {KSRazI FIyR (2dzOKSa oOoONASFfe 2y (KS KAail:
evolved. Specifically, &aAGdzZ §S O2yGSYLR2NINE aSyQa {KSRa | & f
backyard sheds which emerged from European histories of colonisation in New Zealand and
St aSsKSNBd L |faz2 SELX2NB aédySNBASA S {ilta

0
ageing. Given thecarcity2 ¥ | OF RSYAO gNAGAYy3 2y aSyQa |
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primarily on research from Australia.

la gAff 0S RA&AOdzaaSR Ay RSGFIAfT o0Sft26x o6F O1&lNR
settler histories hat are shared by New Zealand and Australia. In brief, both countries have long
standing rural traditions and histories of colonisation, migration, and settlement by European
populations. During the European colonisation of New Zealand and Australizioisdtam Britain

and other trade centres meant high costs for imported go@usl a reduced ability to rely on trade

for manufactured goodsEuropean sttlers in New Zealand and Australia were required to fashion

new goods or to refurbish old goods usinglocal resources and ingenuity.

1.1 The historicabackdropof contemporary shed culture in New Zealand

In this section] examine factors that are considered to have influenced contempaiaeg culture

in New Zealand.ihitially intended that this rew would examine a historical backdrop @fwider

male cultureAy bSg w%SFfFyR G2 Llzi { KSRRASAQ SOSNEBRIE& L
existing literature on New Zealand metoth academic and popularit became evident that the

focus of thisiterature is on the development of (assumed) st andsilerOS 2 F 2mem InS K n

New ZealandYet, such assumed male characteristics were not at all evident in my exploration of the
aSyQa { KSR b2NIK {K2NB® / 2y aSl dzSoy thé exgeriencés oNBE | RA Y

2 pakeha: the term Pakeha has been argued to meananon2 NA o0 Ay 6KAOK an2NR Aad dzaSR
Its contemporary use typically denotes New Zealanders of European descent



European colonisation that related to construction projects and shared enterprise whaieled to

puti KS RS@St2LIYSyd 2F NBf I A2y akorcadext.? KA GEKSH a9y Q&
cultureCis sometimesreferred to in thefollowing paragraphsit is only done so where appropriate in
contextualising02 Yy 4 SYLI2 NI NB aSyQa {KSRa&asz rNImok $hodughKl y Ay
examination ofthe development of aparticular silent and stoiz LINA Yl NRAf & ntale {1 SKn A
culture in New Zealand, Philligd996) provides a good starting point in which these values are

aAlbdz- SR AY FTYR FOGUGNROdzISR (2 bSs %SFHflFyRQa O2f 2

New ZealandAotearod has a rich multicultural history. Treen 2* Bidtl Pnkem worlds of early New
Zealand were very disparate and neither culture was homogenous nationwide. For ingtance,S K n
culture was a mix of myy European origing n 2 ddllure was triballypbased(M. King, 2003)The
ONAST I 002dzyi 2F bSg %S|l yRQ asidddviéw) damidg speii@S NS R |
attention to European accounts of Europeanttleenent, and the bonds of mateship and
camaraderie that ensued. These accounts (including the present thesis) gloss over much of the
disruption European settlement brought @ n 2 IN& 2 LJX S | s6dRety parti2ulilythrough
dubious and illegitimate European acquisition of lamt other resourcesWhile | argue that the
European men who settled in New Zealand banded together and formed bonds in response to harsh
living condtions and arduous labour, many no dodimindedby engaging in the shared enterprise of
systematically suppressing and exterminatitdK S a n 2 NA andia hJazRitibAs2 Iy the

wake of disruption, contemporarg n 2 idde been leftas secondclass cizens in what was once

their country, and are currently overrepresented riegative health, poverty and crime statistics
relative tot n 1 STKie thesis focuses primarily on a mainstream { Sture as the resulting
dominant cultural reality fothe men who participated in this researchGiven the dominance of

t n 1 SHitore in New Zealand, citizens are expected to be educated, emplaymed speak
according ta n 1 &dditions (M. King, 2003)

Contemporary New Zealand shed culture in particular, has its roots in the experientes dfS K n
history and culture. Thus when New Zealand male culture is being dischese, what is really
being discussed is a cultutcemmon toa particular group of n { SN€w Zealand European males.
Three key elements appear to have influenced a contemporary shed culture in New Zealand, which
seem to be intimately tied with a partitar way of living in colonial New Zealand, particularly for
colonial men The first is the colonial makeup of the early settlers and the corresponding inherited
characteristics and values; the secoattment concernghe predominantly male population of

colonial New Zealand; and the third, the difficult conditions of pioneering and hard physical labour

31 2GSEFNRIFY an2NR yIFYS F2NJ bSg »%SItlyR
4a n 2 Ndiggnous New Zealander



Ay@2t SR Ay O2f2yAaAiy3a bSé »%SItlyRQa NHAI3ISR Iy
(1999)K | & RAALIzi SR GKS AyTFfdzSyOS 2F WAYKSNHNIHSRQ OK
and Phillips(1996) suggest that alistinct male culture emerged from the combination of heavily
male-populated communities and difficult living conditions. As such, the colcamal labour

oriented makeup of early European settlers is discussed in its own right, whereas the influences of

largely male communities and the pioneering conditions are discussed together.

While many settlers came to New Zealand from Scotland and IrgRhiflips, 1996)the initial

European colonial makeup of early New Zealand is held to be predominantly ESghstk & Dolan,

1999) Earlyb S ¢ »%SItlFyR ¢l & | @SNE WOy3IftAaKQ 02f2yes ¢
and squares with English namesd even English tree@Bassett, 1990b)Edward Wakefield, a
[2yR2y fFyR 3Syd FyR adz2NIBSe 2 NIhdudtdadgEadtand atdts ONS | G
class system minus the poverty in New Zealand in the miti800s(Bassett, 1990a)This vision

involved a nation of settlements led by the genrtiBassett, 1990a)Early pastoralists and land

owners thus originated from Britain; gentry who had money tartstheir businesses and were able

to turn that money into comfortable fortunes and recreate the life of the English gentry in New
Zealand(Bassett, 1990b)These gentry were few and were initially dependenteon 2 fdlabour

and for food(Bassett, 1990a)in addition to the gentry, there were a numbef soldiers (including

military pensioners and fencibles), traders, shopkeepansl workingclass settler¢Bassett, 1990a)

| 26 SOSNE Yz2aild 2F bSé %SIflyRQa SIFNIeé BaN®LISIYy A&
1990ayp 5SalLAGS 2F1STFASTtRQa AyAlGALt GFNBSGAY3I 2F WA
at A0S 2F 9y3IflyRI Y2ald OFLYS (2 SaorLlS GKS SO2y?2
(Bassett, 1996, M. King, 2003)n England, wages were low while unemployment and poverty were

high (Bassett, 1990¢)Scotland was troubled by economic depression and religious fragmentation
between the Church of Scotland and Free Church Presbyterians; and Ireland had been devastated by

the Great Famine (also known as the lIrish Potato Fam{vie)King, 2003)Labourers sought the

promise of prosperity in a new land and to escape the very class systehdVakefield had

attempted to transplan{M. King, 2003)

Although Wakefield facilitated a sizeable Eurapesettlement, theY' I 22 NA G& 2F bS¢g w»SI €
CNAGAAK aShiatf SNE Ol Y Sublic #Vorks SthSvie dif18i70, 2ofe 20 gxark dear + 2 3
(Bassett, 1990d) +23S5t Qa LI Iy 6+F& (2 02NNRg SEGSyaArgdgsSte

to transform the landscape of New Zeala(Bhssett, 1990c)With this scheme, Vogaought to

02y @AYy OS 9dzNP LIS Qa LINB NI @ di i tHeNstfie ShatvitdidaBididie to

5 Gentry: a social class entitled to bearats of arms though notconsidered nobility
6 Julius Vogelhe then colonial treasurer and later Premier of New Zedlan
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New Zealand. The labourers were to be tenacious, frugal, used to hard physical work, and enduring
of terrible labour and living condition@Bassett, 1990c)The subsequent European settlers were
practiced in manual laboutypically from rural parts of Britain, largely iterant or seasonal workers
and occupationally versati(sSchick & Dolan, 1999)he majority of New Zealand settlerens thus

a skewed sample of rural Britain, based on survival skills and practical knovwgek & Dolan,

1999. In popular literature, Hopkins and Ril€2002) have suggested that these d¢kiland
1y26ft SRIS KIFIPS 06S02YS LINIL 2F bSg wSowdvery RQA
European men also brought with them certain expectations about manliness and appropriate
behaviour that are reflected in mythologies of contemporary New Zealand, rparticularly rural

men (Schick & Dolan, 1999) t K (1996)dn&ly&i€of literary records tells us that colonials valued
hard work and frowned upon those men not participating in mdrdahour, such apaper collared

swellg, new chuns®, andswaggers.

Throughout its European colonisation, New Zealand was thought of within the European settler

a20ASGe | a I (PHINDS, VIDE OSdry (BT | YRQA T axplrdis, 9 dzNP LJ
traders whalers and sealers were typically malePhillips, 19968p 2 | { STA St Raught OF Y LI A

tradesmen andnale¥ I N f I 0 2 dzZNBE NB  ABasséitK1990amndimoie menyfiddde! p n &
to New Zealand in the goldishes of the 1860&Phillips, 1996)While miners came for thquick
fortunes to be made in goldnanystayed to pursue other livelihood®hillips, 1996p + 2 ISt Q&
Works Scheme brought even more working men in the 1§Béssett, 1990c)Until the First World
War, the number ot n 1 Srémin New Zealand greatly outweighed that of women, increasing
tn] ¥y Qa A YY Sk sitdagfongPlillips, 1996)While small numbers of women were
present in settler communities (for example, loeah 2 dff#red prostitution, and some European
men married intoa n 2 Mddlseholds, though mostly for symbiotic access to privilege and resources)
(M. King, 2003 the lifestyles of many men and the large absence of European women greatly
NERdzOSR YSyQa fA]1StAK22R 2 F(Badsbt) G9906;IM. KingN20B3S R
Phillips, 1996)Large European families were a symbol of gentry affluendepforeach of working

men for whom the price of rent was high and the prospect of saving ordamership, unrealistic

(Bassett, 1990Db)

" Paper collared swelthe European settleequivalent of white collar workers

8 Newchuns: the European settleterm for aristocratsand new British immigrants

°SwaggersY Sy ¢K2 | NNAGSR G akKSSLI adldAiazya Fd Rdzal G2
who also avoided work by leaving at dawn

t dzo

by
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Many men remainedtinerant, sought company and support from other mén. King, 2003;
Phillips, 1996) and took comfort in a culture of mhk and mateship(Bassett, 1990b)Bands of
bushmen in Coromandel, for example, would livetie bush for long periods, isolated from
civilisation and with only each other for compafy. King, 2003)Many men travelled from farming
station to farming station, looking for work as farm labourers, shepherds, boumdaighers and
drovers, staying in barracks with other temporary workm@illips, 1996) Phillips suggests that
O2f 2y ALt YIS FNJelefgedifforh hdEessArNIvokK ¥rd d@amihadaion groups.
Men who worked as transient workers were often forced into communal living, and others found it
convenient to share housing and cookifRhillips, 1996)Not all New Zealand men were employed

on the frontier; sane worked as clerks or shop assistardaad many men deserted pioneer life
(Phillips, 1996)However, many more were involved in frontier occupati¢iiillips, 1996)Frontier

men shared working and living conditions where aching muscles, broken bones, poor
accommodation, andvearisome food were also commd®hillips, 1996) The labour of bushmen,
road-makers and railway navvies was babkeaking(Phillips, 1996)wind and rain beleaguered men
staying in temporary shelters of canvas and corrugated iron; men stayed in accommodations that did
not afford workers privacy; and men often ate what they couldtgatdiet mostly compriseddf

mutton, dampet?’, and tea(Bassett, 1990h)

An idiosyncratidc n 1 $nkl@ culture is thought to have arisen from these difficatidl largely al

male situationgdM. King, 2003; Phillips, 1996; Schick & Dolan, 19®®)ula literature suggests that

the generalised qualities of support, loyalty, reliability, trustworthinessd honestyemerged aghe

result of the banding together of men in a difficult colonial p&ktHopkins & Riley, 200Z2Jhe
Coromandel bushmen allegedly took pride in working hard, not stealing fromaoather, and
looking after men that were sick or injureM. King, 2003)The difficult conditions of early New
Zealand characteried by hard physical labour, monotonous foahd isolation(Bassett, 1990a;
Phillips, 1996) emphasised dominant male values that were inherited from rural Briggchick &
Dolan, 1999) auch as the skiland mateshipthat accompanied manual labouPhillips, 1996)
Although Wakefield had assured gentry of an easy time in New Zealand, frontier life involved a great
deal of hard physical labour for both gentry and work@assett, 1990ajnd it was this labour that
defined settler experience(Phillips, 1996) Machinery was unavailable or unaffordablep
colonisation of the land had to be done manually: trees were cut with axes, train tracks were dug
with picks, and gravel was sluiced with pgRillips, 1996)Supressing the expression of aches,
pains and discomfort was commonplace in such difficult working Bwidg environmentgPhillips,

1996)

10 Damper:unleavenedoread made of flouand water
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Skill and versatility were valued necessities on the frontier, where specialised craftsmen were hard

to come by(Phillips, 1996)In many parts of the country there were no furnitumeakers or builders,

so men had to construct goods andth for themselvegPhillips, 1996) Transport difficulties also

meant that produce could not be transported easily for sale, thus frontier men were also required to

grow or hunt their own foodPhillips, 1996)Many men were thus proficient in a variety of skills, a

YWF O f 2ENIRSAQY LI NGAOdzZ F NI & AGSNIYyd 62N] SNE 6K
season(Phillips, 1996)Workers found themselves undertaking various jobs that they had little or no
experience in, such as repairs and shepherd@®igllips, 1996)In short, New ZealandfP] SKn 0 Y Sy
have a long history of companionship grounded in practices of labour and coping with difficult living

situations.

1.2 Contemporary sheds

Contemporary shed and DIY (deyourself) traditions are thought to have emerged from the
requirements ofskill and versatilittnecessary during the European colonisation of New Zealand
Hopkins & Riley, 2002; M. King, 200Bhedevelopmentof contemporarybackyardshedg as stes

in which new ideas take shape, modifications appliadd repairs doet largely reflects the
inaccessibility and unaffordability of new goodsring European colonisatiofd. Hopkins & Riley,
2002) Today, the practice of (re)invention continues, though more out of hobby orsasdhg than

necessity.

Backyard sheds are typically situated at personal residences, usually for private use apgorksh
and storage spaces. Popular literature suggests that while both men and women keep backyard
sheds, they are predominantly occupied by men and typically thought of asspatsfic spacegl.
Hopkins & Riley, 1998, 200Backyard stds have been considerdd be space of isolation and
retreat (Ballinger, Talbot, & Verrinder, 2009; M. Morgan, Hayes, Williamson, & Ford, Ba@Kyard

sheds can thus act as refugiesm the pressures of work spaces, and from estrangement that may

be experienced by some men in domestic spd@isver & Misan, 2012)

While some bakyard sheds may tend to be insulated places, many men desire the company of
others and prefer to engage sharedenterprise(Glover & Misan, 2012; Golding, 2011Backyard
sheds can thus become spaces in wtsohial participants gather explicitly for the purpose of social
engagamentOldenburg & Brissett, 1982)and relationships with children, other men, and family
can be developed@Hodgetts & Rua, 2010These are dierse and novel spaces, and are situated in

contrast to more structured and routinised domestic spaces and spaces of paid employment
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(Oldenburg & Brissett, 1982Historically, such places are regarded as peripheral spaces to which
one can escape for respiteoin obligations, yet they may be necessary for a sense of wholeness and
balance that contributes to wellbeing in home and work sphei@klenburg & Brissett, 1982)
Backyard sheds, then, act as media through which people can seek continuitpameiction, and

engage in social participation and form healthy relationships.

The adaptation and repackaging of the backyard sheddotomunitya Sy Q & séefSanatural
progression, where men meeatgularly to socialise and work on practical haods projects

typicadly woodwork and metalworkBallinger et al., 200950lding, Brown, Foley, Harvey, & Gleeson,

2007) while alsoda K NAy 3 +FyR € SINYyAy3 FNR YGoklihgd B011B)( K S ND &
supporing each other and contributingo the local communitfM. Morgan et al., 2007; Vallance &

Golding, 2008)a Sy Qa { K &lRwale énXdrimén@hat can, but admittedly my not always,

open up safe spasefor gendered interactionin response to retirement, gendered issuesd a

desire for connection and companionst{polding et al., 2007; Skladzien & O'Dwyer, 2010)

aSyQa {KSR&a& la Y2NB T2NXI f A abthiliahd Mavatiseigiigly a LI OS a
replicated globallyGolding, 2011a)Relatively unhearebf a decade ag¢Golding et al., 2008}he

ydzy o6 SNJ 2T NB Ordii Mdsttala hasSige to approximately 56Bolding, 20113)

though theycan be difficult to locate, or even to categorisesthey are not always nanie | & a Sy Qa
Sheds (Golding et al., 2007)In New Zealand, the number af Sy (hads grew from one to
approximately 3@etween2007and2011 (Bruce, 2011and issteadily increasing. The popularity of

the emerging & y héd movementin Australia and New ZealafdS R (2 GKS FANRG ! dz?
Shed conference in Victoria in 200Bolding, 2011a)and to the first New Zeata conference in

Wellington in 201ZPettitt, 2012)

The Australian governmenhas recognised the benefit of 31y Shéds by helping to fund the

F 2 dzy RA ¥y 3 hadFin AuSndli@Goldifg, P11a) thoughfunding and policy initiatives are still

in their infancy(Golding et al., 2008)There is presently no statupport for M5 y €héds in New

Zealand] 2 OF f a Sy Qa { KS RracogSijoiRffom gvetziiily dgéncied ank yhe public
lo2dzi GKS o0SySTAada 2F aSyQa {KSRasz I OuA@Ste yS3:
MS y ehads in Australia are often linked to community health or adult learning organisatiéns

Morgan et al., 2002) a Shédsan Néw Zealand have tended to ariserfrtommunityinitiatives,

with the help of funding from local businesses and community grants.

S5ATFSNBYOSa 0Si09SSYy AYRAQDARIZ £ aKSRa 2F3Sy NBTf S

Shed tends to be established in accordance with the needheotommunities in which they are
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developed(Glover & Misan, 2012}hus each differs in structure, purpose, and activiolding et

al., 2007) The sites themselves come in a range of forms and may take the shape of church halls,
barns, learning centre¢Golding, 2006) unused school classrooms, orrpasebuilt workshops.

aSyQa {KSRa LINPOARS aLl OSz G22tasx FyR SldaAa LISyl
area to socialise ifGolding, 2011b)For nany Sheddies a Sy Qa plade$hyicanknidsthe

company and camaraderie of other men, and make new fri¢Bd#linger et al., 2009; Golding et al.,

2008) By participating irn S y ®éds, men come into contact with a diverse range of people that

they midht not otherwise encounter or choose to associate with, and many enjoy doi(Badinger

et al., 2009 Golding et al., 2008)

The intentional (re)creation of workshop environments may reflect lifetineésworking and
relationshipbuilding in workshos, and leisure time spent in backyard shed&olding, 2011b;
Golding et al., 2008)'he opportunity to continue a liteong pattern of working with other men in
workshop settings may bespecially inviting if they no longer have access to construction spaces at
work or at homé!d a Shé® are thus spaceshere the boundary between labour and leisure is
blurred. This blurring of a supposed weldisure binary is evident in the wayamy $ieddies apply
their L &G GSOKYyAOlFf GNIRS& G2 aSyQa { Kfedetafihg y2(i 2
agreements with suppliersnanaging the organisatiorteam building, administration, promotig

construction, or organising inventory.

From a redutionist standpoint, ¢isure activitiescould be conceived oés activities in which a
pleasurable distraction is provided froeveryday work and family liféberating an individual from
worry, obligation, and necessitfefebvre, 1991)However,the distinction betweenwork, family
life, andleisureis often unclear, and each exist concurrently in modexwverydaylife (Lefebvre,
1991) Work, family life, and leisure, thempmprise a dialectical relationship, both commplentary
and contradictory(Lefebvre, 1991 Sy Q& { KSRa& LJ | & lotistindavddéntingy 0 NP f

disturbancedo work-leisurebalances inthe everydaylives of older, retired men.

Mdo adSyQi {KSRa FyR KSItGKe F3IAy3

As will be discussed in detail in chapter five, leaving paid employment can result in substantial
disruption to wolf A Y3 Y S {NQHKopkinsh & Bixon, 2008) a Sy Qa { KSRa 00 I a
restorative places in which attachments that were severed upon retirement can be (re)formed

through posit A @S SELISNASYyO0S&a FyR NBflFdA2ylf LINI OGAOSa

11 Few olderage or retired men have access to a backyard shed, workspace, or t¢Gadting et al., 2007)

13



(Korpela, Ylen, Tyrvainen, & Silvennoinen, 2009; Pretty, Chipuere, & Bramston, I2d@gyd, the

aSyQa { KSR Y2@SYsSyd and hedithIatSrientibnaresponding to the needs of
communities of ageing men leaving paid employmgolding, 2011a)The quote that followssia
aGradSYSyid FTNRBY GKS aSyQa { KSR b2NIK {K2NB ¢SoaAi
keeping engaged and socially connecfBdllinger et al., 2009particularly in buffering men against

the challenges of later life:

Sheds do not treat men like clients, customers, or patients. They do not treat age as a deficit;
there is no ageism.h&ds are a place where older men can rekindle their passion for life,
where they can take advantage of opportunities, where they can make friends and share

their experiences and whereilltimately, they can be happgMen's Shed Nortishore, 2013)

¢KS ljdz2dS alLlSlr1a 2F GKS @I fdsS 2F aSyQa {KSRa Ay
NBaSI NOK f A yaled gedlth t6 $efi Bclive so8dl @hgagement and feelings of valuable
contribution (Golding, 2011a; Ormsby et al.,, 2000) ¢ KS @I t dzS 2F aSyQa { KSRa&
between participation and improvements in se#fported wellbeing, particularly sedfsteem,

happiness, confidence, social skills, community cohesion, and feelingl-afoséh (Golding,2008;

Golding et al., 2007; Skladzien & O'Dwyer, 2010)

Sheddies seek to stay fit, socially connected, and healthy through shed particig&adding,
2011a) Through their participationand tangible contributions, Sheddies become increasingly
engaged and enmeshed within social and community netwo(Bsllinger et al., 2009; Golding,
2011a)which crystallises their inclusion within a socially supportive sg@eesby et al., 2010)
Inclusionis an important determinant of healtiWilkinson & Marmot, 2003and is manifest in
aSyQa { KSR 02 Y Y iigengageSen(Goldng,R2azHaknakin® merfeel valued and
viewed positively and through contributions such as making products to sell, donating soahd
machinery, helping to run theirh®d, and promoting the Isd to others(Ballinger & al., 2009)
Social mclusionis felt through opportunitesto relax, reflect, reminisce, tell storieand share jokes
with other men, in a space where they feel that they can expect to be treated as dq@uaisby et
al., 2010)

Socially supportive environmentare also importanfor men(M. Morgan et al., 200 a Shedsa {
are designed toprovide friendly, familiarand nonrjudgemental settings for men to & safe
(Golding, 2008)Not surprisingly, Sheddiesten feel comfortable discussing issues within these-self
built communitieg(Skladzien & OWyer, 2010) All-male environments open up a safe space for men

to talk by minimising the potential fointer-gendered interaction that may discourage some men
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from certain forms of disclosuréGolding et al., 2007 Such inclusive and supportive spaces invite
Sheddies to talk informally with other men abaetirementrelated issues (such amemployment

andloss of purpose), ageelated difficulties (such as health decline and disabilitpnpotence, and

diabeteg, and specific healthelated issuegGolding, 2011a)Thesemen may not feel comfortable

speaking to their partners abowuchissues(Skladzien & O'Dwyer, 201®y talking andworking
123SGKSNE { KSRRASA& o\ddkicRk& Goldiagy 200@yhichipRy aff impoktadnth S & Q

role in achieving wellbeindy providing a safe place, and a positive and supportive environment
(Ballinger et al., 2009). y LJ- NI A Odzf  NE GKS ¢St O02YAy3a YR Tl YAt
Sheds inform the identity (re)formation that takes shape in this shared gpsadigetts et al., 2010)

where subject, space, and identity are drawn together in forming a shared sense of bel(Digimg

& Durrheim, 2004; GormaNlurray, 2011% t f  OSa &adzOK | &4 aSyQa { KSRa i
means for developing and situating supportive idéesi (Cuba & Hummon, 1993 y a K2 NI X aSy
Sheds offer vital links between practice, social inclusion, support, belonging, and wellbeing
(Berkman, 1995; Cohen & Wills, 1985; Matud, Ibanez, Bethencourt, Marrero, & Carballeira, 2003)

lf K2dAK {KSRRASa YIe& RSNAOGS KSIfGK o0SySFTFAGA FN
as being the beneficiaries of healtt NE a4 SNIWA OSa (KNRdzZK aSyQa { KSR:
(Ballinger et al., 2009Whiled 2 YS aSyQa {KSRa TFFIOAtAGIGS GKS RAZ
though health seminars and casual conversat{vh Morgan et al., 2007)men typically attend

aSyQa {KSRa T2NJ I NIXy3dS 2F NBlIazya @EKakdBNr G§KIy
O'Dwyer, 201Q)Rather, many men report wanting to improve the community by contributing to
constructive projects(Glover & Misan, 2012)They appear to thrive on the pride, purpose,
FOKAS@PSYSy (s &dzLllll2 NI X F yR & NHzO ((Bahdger ¢t &L 2D09a Sy Q a
¢CKNRdZAAK Sy3aF3SySyd | yR Oadirésk the2hbdithican2eyns of aldenyied  { K SF
in which consmers of health information can also become practitioners of it. This dynamic helps

men to consume health information and engage in communal health practicg®ut feeling

patronised or positiored as dependant healticare userqdGolding, 2011a)while at the same time

acting as providers and being part of support communities to other fBadlinger et al., 2009;

Golding et al., 2007)The empo NY Sy i 'y R NB&ALISOG FdzZ | LILINRI OK

promotion and illness prevention may be ideal for this group of older men.
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1.4 Chapter summary

In this chapter, | explored key elements of a colonial past that are held to have shaped
contemporaryshed culture in New Zealand. | also discussed the desire for many men to work
O2YYdzyl tfe SAGK 20KSNB Ay I &aKFNBR aLl} O0S asi I
NBalLlyasS (2 YSyQa RSaAaANB (2 62NJ] ¢AHaKtheyar&&ENB Sy
healthy ageing initiative. These men come together to cope with a difficult life stage in relational
ways. lalsoll 2 dzOKSR 2y (KS O2yiNRodziAzy aSyQa { KSR&a Ol y

whom leaving paid employment may sessrcial and practical attachments.

Inshort, KS LN} OGAO0Sa 2F f1062d2NJ FyR YIFGSEAKAL GKFG | NX
European settler traditions of tenacity, versatility, frugality, and material enterprise. Such practices
continue to beconducted in backyard sheds, where relationships with others can be formed and
nurtured through construction projects. However, some men may find such spadssisolating,

FYR YIFIe RSAANB (2 62N] Ay Y2NB O2YVYdgerrhen®S i G Ay 3
carry out traditions of material enterprise and bonding in shared spaces, particularly if they do not

have access to their own workshop spaces. Physicalitabdhus a way this group afen connect

and band together, and anchor themselveg i G NF RAGA2ya (GKSe& |aaz20Al (¢
OKI NI Ol SN o

¢tKS YSy ¢K2 LI NI AsGanddogétier to suppaertSagidzare fér ksiRother, as did
9dzNB LISIFY O2ft2yAlf YSy Ay GAYSAa 2F aaolySaa | yR
difficult living circumstances through companionship, joint care, and shared labour. Such spaces
provide these men with a sense of community, connection, balance, purpose, and achievement.
aSyQa {KSRa GKdza O2y UNAOdzi S (0 2al meéShghBras ofinddDeng & a T dz
such as social inclusion, social and physical engagement, relational practices, and positive

experiences.

In the next chapter, | develop a conceptual framework that focuses on relational being and material
enterprise that are es Sy G ALt St SYSyda 2F aSyQa {KSRaod Ly |
GKS2NBGAOIE O2yOSLJidzZ tAaldAz2ya ¢gKAOK LRAyG G2 G
objectdza S FyR SYLX I OSYSyd® { dzOK Iy | Lds)eRres€eich A & Yy 2
KFa 0SYRSR (2 7T20dza 2afth duddmgsi Tha cdricepmalididh RIFA DX LI y 4 5
{ KSR GKNRIAK (KS wasStFTQ I FTF2NRa GKS 2LILIRNIdzyAde
others in coping with the difficulties oflder age through material enterprise, and how they

(re)develop identities and (re)construct meaning in later life in the process.
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CHAPTER TWO

Conceptualising the Shed through self,

relational being, emplacement, and material practice

In this researchl embrace the position afesearcherasbricoleur. Bricolage is a multidisciplinary

approach to research, which draws on a breadth of relevant theory and methods to form innovative

and flexible research strategig¥incheloe, 2005)From this orientation one can embrace the
recognition that life is complex, intersects on material and social planes, and involves a complex
layering of context and se{Dicks & Mason, 1998Bricolage constitutes an orientation to research

that is responsive to complexity, being conscious of and informed by a wide scope of par#uigm

can aid in interpretation of events in socigenzin & Lincoln, 2000More specifically, | employ a

wide range of knowledge from various social theoretical positions, without situating or binding the
research to any particular one. | do so to draw on numerous understandings of human life in seeking

not to simplyexplaini KS { KSR FTyR YSyQa AydiSNIOGA2ya o6A0K)
participant interactions, accountsand experiences in relation to constructs such as paid

SYLX 28YSyidzX NBOGANBYSyizZ (G(KS aSy Qi anf m&dRal woldNI K { K:
more generally(Kincheloe, 2005)This orientation speaks to the core of this thesis, which is the
intersection of self, place, and materiality which infuse the relationad SAy 3 2F { KSRRASa

Shed North Shore.

In attempting to understand thehuman interactions that take place at the Shédraw on the work
of scholars who have informed thinking about tkelf (Goffman,1959; Hermans, 2001; Hermans,
Kempen, & Van Loon, 1992; James, 1890; Salgado & Hermans, &0€i&) interactioa (Blumer,
1986; Cooley, 1902; Giddens, 1986; Mead, 198@up identification(Tajfel & Turner, 1979)ivic
engagementgPutnam, 1995, 200Q0emplacemen{Cuba & Hummon, 1993; Hodgetts et al., 2010)
and the role of material culture in everyday lifdargreaves, 2011; Hurdley, 2006; Warde, 2005)
Their work provides a starting point for the organisationfdnterpretation throughtheory and
analysis that takes place in this thesisd isuseful in elucidatinghe social, political, and cultural

forces which act on and shape the Shed and aspects of the lives of Sheddies
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This chapter introduces the theokydraw on to conceptualise the Sheghd provides a conceptual
framework for thethesis | use theoretical constructs to conceptualisew Sheddies joiy use
physicalspacessocialplaces, and emplacedobjectsto situate themselves and engage with each
other. Of key consideratigns developing an eclectic understanding of how participating Sheddies
communally (re)forge elements of the seles breathe life into positive and supportive

relationships, and (re)produce the Shasla shared space for theseen.

2.1 Relational selves at the Shed

Drawing on the work of Jamg¢$890) Mead(1934) Salgado and Herman@005)and Yand2006)

the underlying approach to this thesis is the notion that humans are relational b&ihgspositon |

take in regards t& LIS NJB 2syh@tat codsiSts af everything a person calls their own, including
their body, material possessions, family, friends, and places they claim connectidairies, 1890)

All contribute to thed NB 0 LINR RdzO (i A 2a/id aPeTessenfadiQuinderstédir human
interaction and connection at th&hed Sucha stance makes it difficult, even objectionable, to
separate LJS NsklR2fs6i02 dhe other social beings anmaterial objects that populate their
environmen(s). Thisorientation breaks frommuch contemporarythinking around the selih Angle
American psghology which typically conceives of the self as an isolated, independent, autonomous,
and disembodied entitfHermans et al., 1992; Salgado & Hermans, 2008eed,a y 2 6 2 R& SEA & (
aloner in fact, every human being is, from the very beginning, involved in a relational and
O02YYdzy A Ol U A ASAlgado & MeBnars, 32606, p. he slf is thus boundo the social
world and developed through communicative processes with othepple, placesand things
(Salgado & Hermans, 2008Jonsequently, relationships and interactions are fundamental to the

constructionof who we are.

LY AYUGSNIOGA2Y gAGK 20KSNJ LIS2LX S YR YFOSNRIFT 2
meaning, and deployed in multiple wafGoffman, 1959; Hermans et.a1992; James, 1890%ome

scholars have gone so far as to propose thebgie have as many selves as there are others (and

groups of others) they encountdHermans, 2001; Hermans et al., 1992; James, 189%) Wwa St TQ
from this perspectived SO2YSa WwWasSft @SaQsx +a AYRAGARdAzZfa | OdG A
fashions, depending on theelf broughtforth when engaging with particular othefHermans et al.,

1992) LG A& AYLRNIFYyd G2 y288 GKFG sKAtS 2ySQa ast
such selves in light of their personal histories, tendencies, and affiliatlamses, 189%® hy SQa f A T
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experiences anchor the selves we construct and deploy, producing an overalistenogi

0KNRdAK2dzi LIS2LX SQa Syl Oi Ganes1i®O)PSa | yR aSyasS 27

Selvegake shape athey areascribed meaning through social interactgan which other people act
G261 NR | YR RS WésBlSBmel, 19B6SMA®R 1984Fhroudgi®out this process, a person

may evenabstractly position themselves from the stance of others and vievir thelvesas others

might (Mead, 1934)In this thesis, the self is approachedaadynamic,relational and pluralprocess

of being in the world thatis modified in deployment, depending onthe audience, and sas
Fdzy RIF' YSY G f ha&vda G AlYY[REROKSR aRidzZ GA2ya | ONRaa ¢KAOK
we are all interdependeritecausehe audience is an essential element of the self that is brought to
the fore and voicedn particular interaction® | & seff ghitQ $o too doesur interaction with

other people, places, andbjects.As | discuss in chapter five, such thinking regardire multiplicity

of selves ipertinent to the Shed given the shifting contexts these mearefavhen transitioning from

paid employment to retirement. This transition is accompanied by changes in social structures,
practices, and values which are linked to a significant and shared reworking of self for this group of

men.

HOH 9YLI | OSMESY GA Y RO RPNRRdETiK a20A1f AYyiSNI OlGAz2y

For many men, paid employment provides crucial social structure that offers a sense of purpose and
belonging within society. As | explore in chapter, shany men identify with particular social
categories which are forge and defined throughtheir placebased experiences of paid and
voluntary labour Their paid employment practicas particularanchor a sense of self in which they

fit and belong. Men who participate in the Shed consitheir pastexperience®f paid empoyment,

and use similar means of labour to-aechor themselves in the world through the Shed. This section
considers theoretical ideas | use to conceptualiser Sheddies use the Shed terrain(te)produce

a placebased social structure through sociatidraction that arises from reflections of the past

In mainstream psychologypsial interactionis often viewed as a medium through which social
norms attitudes,and social identities are transmitte@lumer, 1986)and as providing the conduit
between causative factorof behaviour andhuman action As such, the forative role of social
interaction and meaningnaking in human action has tended to be obscurBue assumption is that

we are fully formed before interacting with a particular person. Alternatively, social interactionists

posit that, rather than merelybeing a means of expressing pi@med selves, interactioproduces
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human conductand selvegBlumer, 1986)Further, studying group action requires lookibgyond
AAy3AtS | OGA 2y viewhNdanVadirh as integdaied io larger assemblages, or
Wa i NI G S 3 A(Swadler? 86T Hislisieogs@®the action®f humanbeings and theroupswe

form, exist in constant and ongoing processn response to social circumstances in whigople

find themselves(Blumer, 1986) These mgoing social actia can build socialonnectivity within
groups while also delineatingroupsfrom oneanother. A social structuré thus consequent on

AY RA @A R dztoWaid®eath @thekSudted in this wayhuman groups (ineed, society)can be
conceived ofasclustersof people engagd in ongoing process of fitting together their actions in
interacting with oneanother (Blumer, 1986) Tre WFA GG A Yy 3 Ay Q artiCulatksahg 2 F { K
collectivitythat is present afil KS a Sy Q& { K %l alsoaefdcti brdadeshdil, political,

and economic structures that shape their liy@umer, 1986)Such a conceptualisation was realised

by Cooley(1902) who considered the granic links between individuals and the society they exist in
asbeing W i WY Q ¢ (IDg6RiRIagydinked human agency with social strucsjrehere
individuals consider social structures and act within thenmiadify, evolve, andre)produce thee

social struatires. Social structures, then, are not rigid, but are malleatdevarying degrees
depending on the symbolic and material power of the groups concerned. Some groups have more
control than others. Social structures can be seen as somewhat stablengaotngelements of the

social fabric that are enacted through everyday interactions in particular places such as a workplace
or the Shed. The Shed can t@mad asa sitewithin which Sheddies (re)produce and (re)shdyh

the sharedsocial scape of the Sheghdtheir selvesn their everyday social interactions.

In chapter six, | explore how Shedddraw on and reproduce shared understandings to communally
shape social interactions at the Shéajfel and Turne® @979)conceptualiation of human group
categorisation is usefuh this context to consider how people feel connected to others through
shared understandings and enactments of self. In particular, a human group can be conaglared
collection of individuals who understand themselves and proximal others as fit8ogial category,
FNBE Syz2dAirzyltfte Ay@SatSR Ay GKS OFGS3a2NER GKFG dz
definition (Tajfel & Turner, 1979%0cialgroups and their associated norms and shared ways of doing
things are influential irorganisng the social environment and orieation of social action but can
also be reworked and reshaped communallgentifying with a social group anchors individuals
within a social miliepand affords a reference with which to ground the g&Hjfel & Turner, 1979)

h y S ocial idéntitg & dzOK | & catvthus befcbeRed SiCueir relational seliconcept
which develops out of the& identification with the Shed and the other Sheddibst participate
there (Tajfel & Turner, 1979)
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In the process o ¥ A (i {ipeop@ corsid€ what other social participamtgthin particular social
categoriesare doing or may do, and adjust their own conduct accordiiBlymer, 1986) Such

ongoing and continuous consideration allows people to modify or cease their planned actions based

on the projected ation of others, while still organising their own actim accordance with shared
understandings. Because the action of others is an important consideration for people in the
SESOdziAzy 2F 2ySQa 2¢y | O0A 2y Derskradvuingh exp@ssian2 y A a
but of deliberation and corresponding with othe(8lumer, 1986) This is not to say thateople
alwaysconsider their every actiom detail Unintentional action does exist, in which people react
unthinkingly to the actions of others. Nevertheless, people still engage in reflection in understanding

the wider sociameanings of spontaneous adBlumer, 1986)

It is important to note here, thait is not normative rules and roles thawaysgenerate social

action, but processes of social interaction that sustain group mdtésllows, then, that pople do

not alwaysact mechanically in accordance with the requirements of a social stru¢Bitener,

1986) Rather, each person acts in accordance with how they integs@tuation and how they feel

they arebeingcalled upon to act. Repetitive iterations of an act are affirmed or challetiyedigh

social interaction, and although members of a group participate in established and recurring action,

each iteration of the actiogan befashioned anewBlumer, 1986) Thus, each iteration of an action

undergoes a procea 2F AYUGSNLIINBGI GA2y T O2ashdrepSdes, addzy 2 F
deployment. From such a stancge can recognise thaitructurallysanctioned actioamay change

and shift in response to challenger to changes in affirmations, other objects)d shifting contexts.

Picking up this very poinnichaptersixz L SELX 2NB { KSRRASAQ 6 NB O LINE R dz
K2g &dzOK | OdA2y NBTFfSOGAa { KS BaieSpoymeN®tielSBed.a S (2 3

Social interaction happersomewhere and this somewhere plays a role in the things that happen

there (Allen, 2011)In this thesis | make the distinction between space and place in understanding

the self as shaped through emplaced social interactions. There are longstanding debates about the
meaning of and distinctions betweergpace and placAgnew, 2011)Here, | consider spaces to be

physical locations that house the spatial arrangement of objects. Places are specific sites (material

and social) that are invested with meaning and understandings which guide the psaittatetake

shape there(Harrison & Dourish, 1999) LYRSSRX 4SS NB t20FG§SR Ay W
(Harrison & Dourish, 1996, p. 69his is not to say that space and place are discrete phenomena.

These are woven togethe®s G KI 0 aLJ | OS AYLIX ASa aL) OSSackl yR Sl «

1997, p. 16) As | explore below, places and spaces are connected through objects, practices, and
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relationships, where places and spaces provide the resources feamother to take shap@Agnew
2011) Spaces and placase thus fundamental constituents of social interaction, as it is withase
material and social localegbat people focus their attention and act toward objects in particular
ways. The inclusion @pace and place the anaysis of social interactiois necessary for a more4in

depth conceptualisation ofhe actionthat takes shape ithe Shed

Patterns of social action or practicereate places(Gross, 1999)are ingrained in the development

and shapingf the modern world(Thrift, 2000a) andgiveriseto material and socidbcalessuch as

the Shed.Because such hysical spacesexist outside of their conceptualisation antheoretical
(de)construction by humateings (Allen, 2011) they can be consideredas containers ofpeople,

objects, and interactionsat the same time as they are alsbjects whichcome to have meaning

through interaction. Places such as the Share thus linked inextricably withthe people, objects,

and (inter)action thatreside there For my readingdk S a Sy Q& { K Sthe physicslShéd { K2 NB:
may be read as a materiabjectand spacevhich housesthe daily happenings dhe Sheddies, &

the same timeasit is a socialplace which is (re)produced through ongoiimgeractiors between

Sheddies andbjects. Sheddies, the Shed, the material objects that are brought into usefulness
GKSNB:Z YR {KSRRASEAQ NBlFaz2ya |yR Lldz2N1}2asSa FT2N O:

interaction.

Mundane eventsin our lives often take shape in such spéxriphces, so that everyday life is
WSLX | (p8dedits et al., 2010Placebased ativity, interactions, and objects instil places with
meaning for the people who inhabit therfCuba & Hummon, 1993pParticular selves are thus
brought forth as pople respond tosuch meaningful plase(James, 1890)so that elements of
LIS 2 LI S Qcan bé Sdnd®¥&lzof as placéased (Altman, 1975; Hodgetts et al., 2010; James,
1890) Placesprovide peple with important markers of their emplacestlves and anchor them to
the other people and objects they have engagethwhere (Cuba & Hummon, 1993Placeis thus

an important apparatis through which selves are located and (re)constructed. Ongoiegtsvand
interactions that happen in places offer opportunities to reinfoarereinventselves through place
based practices that affirmor contesttheir sense of continuity, belonginghared ownershipand
relational beingCharleston, 2009; Hernandez, Hidalgo, Sathaptace, & Hess, 2007; Korpela et al.,
2009; Pretty et al., 2003; Snell & Hodgetts, 2007; TwiRpss & Uzzell, 1996[Positive and
FFFANNVAY3I LI OSa adzOK | a aSyuaian afdkré&sRrationOo? sefi NRA o dzi
(Hartig & Staats, 2003; Korpela, Ylen, Tyrvainen, & Silvennoinen, Za¥#five bonds to place are
not permanent, butcan change and breakdown, particularly if positive selves are not affirmed

(Brown & Perkins, 1992; Eacott & Sonn, 2006)
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Briefly, people are embodiedand emplacedbeings who occupy matmil and social worlds
simultaneously. The shared construction and affirmation of self is thus intrinsically linked to an
intersection of place, space, object use, and social interaction. The shared understandimgs
everydayactions orpractices of the Skd are what constitutéhe { K S $0€¥ah structureand work to

reproduce it(Geertz, 1973 Interactionsand selveghat take shapen i KS aSy Qa { KSR b2 N.
create patterned ways of being and understanding that are particular toShedand to the
emplacedSheddieghat inhabit it (Bourdieu, 1990p ¢ K S hadiNgr® BhoHeis thus a primary

aA0GS T2 Nbhdred $iadides anBelves. At the same time,these men (re)construct
expectationsabout the practices that tak shape in the She@ltman, 1993) Relationships, objects,

and placethus rmutually defire the ShedO'Donnell, Tharp, & Wilson, 1993)

2.3 The interaction between humanand ne dzY' I y WIF OG2NRQ |4 GKS { KSR

As discussed above, objects, places, selves, and practice are interwoven and reaffirm each other
(Snell & Hodgetts, 2007Dbjects, then, are important (nek dzY' I y 0 | QG 2NAR Ay LIS2LX S
of themselves and their social identities, so when people discuss the objects embedded in & spac

in which they live their lives, they also discuss themselves, their understandings of the social world,

their experiences and location in it, and the groups to which they be(ehuwydley, 208). This is

LJ NI A Odzf F NI @8 SOARSYyG Ay aSyQa {KSRaX gKSNB 202
material and social participation in jointly reworking their sense of self. In this wagial

interactions give life to objectsat the same timeas group lifdstransformed in accordance with the

flow of meaningmaking toward objectgBlumer, 1986) Relationshipsthat involve objects and

people can be thought of as links within a systear network, in which objectsand peopleare

bound are appropriated and operate in correspondence with oamother (Allen, 2011) Group

membership and participation makecessibleto membersthe objects that are present within such

a network so that objectsare taken ugn the course of social interacticand group workBourdieu,

1986) By drawing attention to Sheddlia Q y I NNJ G A @Sa NBIFNRAy3I 2025003
the interplay between the Sheddi@material and social realitieAllen, 2011; Mills, 1959; Thrift,

2000a) and engage in a common vocabulary whereeotg point to broader social constructs
LINBaSyd Ay LI NI A(dokbdetts g REa P01 PSNERI &8 f A@Sa

People make use ofnaterial objects through personagency and active engagemsiin the world
(Warde, 2005)t S2 L) SQa 0 S A iigrefarg/articulitéd thioRgIh& objecks thegollect
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and consume(Noble, 2004).Cohen and Taylof1976) and Hodgetts and colleagué2010) have
considered how objects are taken up by people as they create opportunities for embedding
themselves in the world. Indeed, it is through bagienaterial objects, and related social positions,
that people come to understand the worldy way ofpracticesand narrativeghat incorporate their
bodies, the use of objectsand the treatment of subjects in particular wagldargreaves, 2011,
Hurdley, 2006; Reckwitz, 200Because the carrying out of social life involves objects which are
taken upand used(Hodgetts, Hayward, & Stolte, 2013; Reckwitz, 200®) social is also located in
objects which comprise elements sécial action opractice (Reckwitz, 2002) Material objects that
texture the material and social landscapes of the Shedtbas, be considered essential elements of
the everydaynetworks and practices dhe Shed. In interacting witAnd talking about suchbjects,

LIS 2 LX S Qtwvitiesiaszb @n8erstandings becomavailable to oneanother, and constitute
opportunities for communal sengmaking(Berger & Luckmann, 1968jurther, he very language
that people use tondicateandjointly considerobjects grounds anarderstheir shared experiences

of objects(Berger & Luckmann, 196aj this research, material objects, being at the heart of the
aSyQa {rtK Shere, pdvide critical apparatus with which to conceptualise the social and

material practice of the men who participate there.

In interacting, peopleand objects ardransformed as they come to give meaning #ach other
(Blumer, 1986; Heidegger, 195%)bjectscome into being (materially and abstractly), are affirmed,
change, and are discarded in the doing of group Gfikjectscome to be perceived and brought into
the minds of people who develop such meanings through social interadiddecause social
interactions and constructions are central elements in thetalge and use of objects, objects can be
considered useful only in relation to other things which combimehe performane of human
actions(Heidegger, 1953)or example, a hammés only a useful todh the Shed if there are also
nails to be hammered, and timber for the nails to be hammered iNfther object is usefulinless

a Sheddie is also present to bring thther three together.At the same time, men are ibad into the
world as Sheddiethrough their use of objects such as tools and construction projéttsdegger,
1953) In short, human and nehuman actors are mutually defining, give rise to eamother, and
are brought together thragh everyday practiceAbercrombie, Hill, & Turner, 2006They area
function of their networks, areonnected and can be readily mobilised and infused with meaning by

other actors through social interactions

Interactions between (human and ndruman) actors do not occur in @aauum and are materially
and historically groundedin the first instance, peoplean adopt a sharedttitude prevalent in a

particular social group with which they fit and engage, apply it toaator, and mayuse andact
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towardsthat actor in a similaway toother members of the social groyMead, 1934) When acting
toward anactor that has been indicated by the group to which one belongs, a person may do so in
co-operative and organised ways with others of the same gr@pad, 1934) Members of the
group, thus, enter into a set of sociBl, materially, and plackasedrelations (Mead, 1934) When
forming actiors in regard to a nhewlgncounteredactor or situation, people consider their previous
schema of object meanings and interpretatiqumer, 1986) The formation of action toward new
actorsis thus connected to those previously encountered. The resulting action, whether similar or
markedly different, is connected to the past, and can be carei in continuity with previous
actors social interaction, and actioBlumer, 1986)In chaptersix | explore the ways in which the
Shed is (re)produced through consideration of pagtractions with human and nehuman actors
encountered in paid employmenSheddies use the Shexhd the actors located theréo jointly

reproduceand contestsocial action that occurred such experiences.

2.4 Chapter summary

Above, | have explored theoretical conceptualisations from across a range of disciplines to create a
responsive and flexible conceptual framework for this reskdhat can inform my intgretation of
goings on in the t&d. In particular, | pointed to the (re)construction of self through socially and

materially embedded and pladgased practices that are the focus of the Shed.

The primary theoretical conceptudlisi A 2y 2F GKA& NBaSIFNOK O2yaiRSNH
a core focus of the Shed. Place is evidently an important element in the construction of self that
happensthere. Scholarship on pladeased and multiple selves provides a fitting orierdatifrom

GKAOK (2 0GKS2NRaS GKS { KSR FYR YSyQa NBflFiAz2yal
reworking of self that accompanies significant shifts in life circumstances for these men. When
leaving paid employment, many men leave behind socraktires that have provided them with a

sense of who they are and where they fit into society. As these men transition to the Shed, they
encounter human and nehuman actors with which to (re)construct selves that are unique to the

Shed and bring forth jantly constructed and placbased selves. Wrapped up in the (re)construction
ofselfini KS { KSR A& GKS SYLJX I OSR WFAGGAY3I AyQ 27F I O
to feel they belong with a social group and fit into a particular @laks these men jointly fit their

action together, they shape and (re)produce the social structure of the Shed. The social structure of
0KS { KSR Aa (Kdza NBYRSNBR WNBIRIFI6ofSQ GKNRdAdAK |y

interactions that Saddies engage in.
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Taking this conceptual work further, | have argued thatthe context of the Shed, men not only

participate in construction projects, but are shaped by the material objects that are taken up,
brought into being, and given meaning thef@bjects such as tools and building materials call these

YSYy Ayid2 GKS $2NIR Fa W{KSRRASAQS | YR -Huhanz O2YY
actors are thus mutually defining at the Shed, and give rise toamm¢her through everyday

practies that are emplaced there

Ly GKS ySEG OKFLWIGSNE L AYyGiNRRdzOS GKS YS(iK2R2ft 3
(re)construction of self through socially and materially embedded and gdased practices. This
involved an intensive ethnographic caseudy approach through which | too was anchored

materially and socially to the Shed.
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CHAPTER THREE

An ethnographic case study approach

A key objective of this research was to expltre ways in whiclSheddieqre)construct a shared

sense of self throug social, material, and pladesed processes. Arnhmographic(Emerson, 1995;

Whitehead, 2004, 2005; P. Willis & Trondman, 2000; Zemliansky, 20€@sgbased approach

(Hodgetts & Stolte, 2012; Radley & Chamberlain, 201&9 utilised to understand the nature of

{ KSRRA Sa@dNBK IR A2y ad o0& LINE RdzOA y Imethodologithlybasis R S N & ¢
allowed me to enterinto the context of the participarst to withess social interactiorand

relationship development asitwia O NNA SR 2 dzii (Blymed J98&Jinktidsichaptef,i 4 Q A ¢
explore the methodological approach to the researcid éntroduce the Sheddies who participated. |

alsodetail the various methods of data collection that were used in the resediobfirst stage of

the ethnographicapproach involvedieldwork and auteethnography (Anderson, 2006; Ellis, Adams,

& Bochner, 2011; Spry, 200dyer a 14 month period (March 20X2April 2013). This work focussed

on participationobservation and sustained social contget Willis & Trondman, 200@) explore

the mundane takerfor-granted activit(t & 'y R A0 NXz33f S& 2 7F attheNshel OA LI y i
(Emerson, 1995)The second stage ofhé research involved a&emistructured focus group

discussion and interviews to explore emergent themes and issues in more depth.

3.1.1 Stage one: Participatieabservation and journaling

In stage one of the research, a prolonged perioghafticipationobservationprovided a means for

me to get to know and engage a range ofctivities with the SheddigEmerson, 1995)mmersion

in contexts such as the Shegrivileges researchers with seeing how participants experience and
respond to life events and the precipitating circumstances, and allows researchers to respond to
these events themselveEmerson, 295) My participation inshared practices afforded Sheddies
and | opportunitiego familiarise with each other. It algarovided me withinsighsinto some of the
dilemmas andincertainties of everyday life th&heddiesncounter,as well as theimdividual and
collective understandings dhese events (Emerson, 1995)and the sociopolitical and citural
processes at workWhitehead, 2004p 2 Ay SdaaAy3d GKS { KSRRASaAQ SOSNE
also opened up a space for me feel greaterempathy | N2 dzy R { KSRRA E
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happeninggEmerson, 1995)At the same timeSheddies were able to familiarise themselves with
the presence of a visibly younger male who was known to scribblerf@ks in a notebook from
time-to-time, had noticeably little working knowledge of tools or materials, and kept asking

guestions abouthe most mundane and takefor-granted of everyday practices.

C20dzaaAiy3a 2y | aiy3at S aSy QabaspdKappRoach &iblidzadke | Y
researchefparticipant relationships bgrantingme considerabldime with individualSheddies and
opportunities to jointly experience theiveryday She@xperienceqHodgetts & Stolte, 2012)The
building of personal relationships ribugh participation in construction projects was essential for
building rapport and for understanding relationshipsii G KS aSy Qa { K&iiRlingo 2 NI
trust, rapport and ongoing relationships witfsheddies through participation in material pragc

and working towards their social advantadealso soughto avoid what Drew(2006)has described

as the Seagull Imperative (where the researcher swoops in, defecates on evergtidrities away).

2 KSYy L AyAdGAlLftte 0SOI YS thShoreStvedldddal atfuctuieroShe Sty Q &
had yet to materialise. Despite the absence of a physical shed, the Board of Trustees were
fundraising and campaigning for members via stalls set up at various community events. Once the
outer shell of the Shedas constructed by paid contractors, the Trustees invited the men who had
signed up to be members to help furnish the interior of the Shed. My patrticipation at the Shed was
comprised predominantly of the furnishing of the Shed, and is discussed in gdeasdlrin chapter

four. At this stage in the research, | participated at the Shed twice a week, on Mondays and
Wednesdays, typically from 10am to 4pm. At this time, the Shed was open on Mondays
Wednesdaysand Saturdaysfrom 9am to 4pm. When the Shed wdisst opened to members
(March, 2012), fewer than 10 men were attending the Shed on any given day. By the end of my
participation (April, 2013), this number had increased to around 50 men. At first, | carried a
notebook about my person and attempted to c&d my observations at regular intervals
throughout the day. However, | soon realised that doing so seemed to make some Sheddies
uncomfortable, while also limiting my conscious presence at the Shed. | decided to leave my
notebook at home, and to make naeof my observations at the end of the day. | found that by

doing so, | was able to focus more on building rapport and on my own experiences of participation.

Trust and rapport were built largely through my active participation in the activities of thd, she
particularly its construction, as well as participating as a paying member ($50NZD per annum plus a

$20NzD voluntary donationj\ctivities included relocating equipment, repairing machinery, trussing
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and framing walls, preparing the interior of the SHed insulation, taking part in various carpentry
projects to fashion tools, digging and removing earth, installing kitchen amenities, and so on. These
are some of the material practices through which | worked to engage with my participants and
conducted @ FAStRgG2N] ® L o06SOFYS I YSYOGSNI 2F (GKS {K:
20aSNISNDRD® ¢KS YI22NARi(Ge 2F {KSRRASa L AYyUGSNIIASHC
of the Shed. My involvement in construction activities was such that itfkegsiently (and jokingly)
O2YYSyYyidSR (GKFG AF L RARYQOG 3FAFLAY | tK®d5d FNRBRY Yeé
career as a carpenter (or engineer, or sweeper, depending on the project | was undertaking at the

time). | later adopted this aqament to build rapport with the new Sheddies | encountered, as it

always seemed to get a laugh.

It is important to add that the impact of establishing friendshipgh the participantswas
bidirectional. As my fieldwork progressed and friendships withd8ies evolved, | found myself
guestioningthe ethical use of relationshipuilding as a method of soliciting information from
people who might not have given it to me otherwise. | also experienced a tension between the
pressures of my own academic agenda &rying to put the Sheddies at ease (c.f. Willis, 2010), given
my understanding of their preconceptions and reservations about me rasa@ademic and
researcher] balanced these concerns by focusing on practical outcomes for ¢/ (@h@dat the

same tme that | worked to meethe academic requirement®r obtaininga Ph.D.

Several things seemed to facilitate my acceptance into the social structure of the Shed. These
included my participating in shared activities, which involved specifically gettifgangs or clothes

dirty. This extended to potentially hazardous activities such as working atop ladders or makeshift

A0 FF2f RAYy3A: a ¢Sttt a KIFIoAdGdatfte R2yyAy3a 2@SNI
and greet all Sheddies, and to @ep friendships with them by offering to help them with their

tasks. This was patrticularly the case if | had perceived uneasiness from them around me or if | had

felt a favourable connection with particular Sheddigge participants are men who bond thugh

labour and projects, rather than through intellectual and sedentdgliberations For this reason, it

was perhaps unsurprising that the men did not connect with me when | ptedemyself too

formally as- N®& S+ NOKSNR® L i &2 awsidas @yJitstyploritdiaStb dhbadedr: 4 | a

the productive activities and functigwithin the lifeworld of the Shed in order to build rapport.

One event in particular seemed especially helpful. Following the external construction of the Shed, |
joined I avyl tft INRdzL) 2F { KSRRASAa G2 KSfLI NBft20IGS
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residence.After demonstrating my intent to participate in productive activity through physical
labour, the members of this particular group responded by engaging with meriare inclusionary
manner, through welcoming acts such as meeting my gaze and shaking hands with me. To set the
scene, we were engaged in transporting heavy machinery and building materials from an external

site to the Shed:

| was introduced to the membe present by drustee. However, | received no response to

my introduction as a researcher. When | mentioned and quickly explained my topic, | was
WaielytSt SRQE 2yS YSYOSNI S@Sy X[AmAny Rvolvemeng | y R |
in the moving of mateials] a few members were quick to shake my hand and tell me their

name. Twowerstilll f AGGtS KSaAdlyld oSo®3ad GKSE& g2dz Ry!
to seek them out to introduce myself personally. Both members had shown disinterest when |
introduced myself as researcher. However, after getting stu¢hky jumping into the back of

the truck and handing out the larger, heavier timbie Sheddiesktarted to warm up to

me (by meeting my eye and smiling while working).
¢ Journal entry: Marcl26, 2012

Through the use of particular shared practices, | was able to engage more with the other men at the
{KSR® ¢KA&a gla | ONHzOALFT {ddzNYyAy3a LRAYyG Ay Yeé
acceptance into the social community of the 8hin this instance, | was able to relate to these men
through labour (P. Willis, 1977) My willingness to participate in labour practices played an
immensely important role in my joining the camaraderie of the Shed, which was demonstrated via
engaging with objects and sharing labour. Labouring at the Shed is not just abatihg objects or
achieving outcomes such as transporting timber, but about engaging in mutual practice,
demonstrating ceoperation, and engaging with other men as equal operativEsis was an
important and useful occasion for me to set the tone for naytigipation. The Sheddies were able to

see that | was prepared to work hard and get my hands dirty. After this event, | was often asked to
do jobs or was given tasks when | asked for them. | came to consider that being asked to complete a
task representsicceptance and inclusion in this community as well as their faith in my competence
and ability to be of use. | was also invited to Trustee meetings and took part iprodaoction days

such as the Christmas getgether and the Grand Opening.

In short, ny participatiorobservational approach comprised anything but inconspicuous
observation. My very presence and attempts to be involved impacted on the Shed around me, both

unconsciously and purposefully, until | became part of the atmosphere itSatfh tme | was
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present on site, activelysought out members who were new to m&nd introduced myself and my
research intetions. Eventually, | became one of the attractions on the tours Trustees gave to new
members. On each tour, | was introduced to new mensha&s their researcher and then invited to

explain my research with each introduction.

3.1.2 Stage two: adding vaé to the ethnographic approach througla group discussion and

interviews

| K22aAy3 (G2 dzaS | aiay3at S SES Yvei usdfl ir2 kplofing Sesd 2 NI K
YSy Qa SE Li&pih SlonddSat theicymplex natureof KSRRA S8 Q NBrayrnioth 2 y & KA L
have been capturedhrough the use ofnore reductionist techniques which attempt generalise

human behaviourthrough orderly, predictive, and decontextualised modgldodgetts & Stolte,

2012) My researchprovides concrete demonstrations of K S R Rep&rizr@s and particular
eventswithin the ShedHodgetts & Stolte, 2012; Radley@hamberlain, 2012fFocussediéldwork

alloned me greater access and deeper understandiriggheddie§practices than coulthboratory or

survey methodgEmerson, 1995; Whitehead, 200%)t the same timeadivulgng cultural meanings

that may nothavebeen available td- youtsitdeN§emliansky, 2008a)

Close ctiaborative relationshipsvere important in this researchand reflect aspects of aaction
researchapproach(Estacio, 2012yvhere dialogue between researchers and participastgvesto

create accounts of meaning and practical use to participértaigetts & Stolte, 2012Byfocussing

on the practical application of interpretations whichoae fromthis case study, | was able toove
increasinglytowards praxis by workingvith those who are involvedprompting me to produce

research thatca® S 2F o0SyYSTFAG (2 ArdthéNddad Koy Aerely KBDRRIAGS 2 Q A
research for its own sak@lodgetts & Stolte, 2012By posi2 Y Ay 3 G KS aSyQa { KSR b2
exemplar, | hope that thisesearchg A £ f KA IKE AIKG GKS AAIYATAOFYyOS
and communicatd K S R Rdsi/&eRperiences to those with the power support and bolster the

aSyQa { K 8nR(cf.radgeRsY& Stolte, 2012)n this waythis researcitonstitutes a research

strategy toward addessing socigolitical issues faced by participarftdodgetts & Stolte, 2012)

a® |LIWNRFOK YR dz&aS 27F |y Ay aihe smidnalidity 2 dzy G | 7
representation of participant§wWhitehead, 2004; Zemliansky, 2008&nic validityis definedas an
understanding of participants through their lifeworlds and mearnimaking practices. My
ethnographicfieldwork compriseda fundamental means of accessing parki LJ- y i & Qand A TS g2 N

enabled me to better interpret the accounts they later provided in more formal interviews
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(Whitehead, 2005)It also meant that my interviews could be more conversational and participative
in style.In comparison to oubf-context or oneoff interviews, an ethnographic approach vene
interviews were nestled within ongoing interactions offered a movbust way of accessg and
interpretingLJ: NJi A OA LJ- y (i qWhiteBe@s 20B5R I ¢ f A @S a

ae@ TFT20dza 2y dzy RSN& (| Y RfkoyhIheilperdpBctive ked dheyfdibaild onSriy LIS NA S
own experiences and observations by incorporatingemistructured focus group discussiand

interviews. These qualitative techniques were specifically selected to deepesuthetanceof my

accountof Shedds defperiencesEmerson, 1995)Preparingthe group discussion and interviews

involved consultatin with my academic supervisors and particular Sheddies. Throughout this
LINPOS&dasz YdzOK NBFESOOGA2Y ¢l a 3IAGSYy G2 oKIFG L KI
terms of appropriate language, and about approaching research topics that would be of Imutua
interest for both the research and patrticipants. | also conferred with Sheddies | had become familiar

with, about the interviews and discussion group, to gauge their responses. The research process was

thus an ongoing inductive process which comprisedatiation to best suit the interests of multiple
stakeholders, but which was also conducted in accordance with the rights, interests, and
empowerment of participants in mind. The end resalanethical andn-depth understanding of the

contexts and procgseshat aresignificant to participantéWhitehead, 2005)

3.2 Ethics and engagements the $hed

The inductive approach which resulted in the two stages to the research, meant that | made two
applications to the School of Psychology Human Research Ethics Committee at the University of
Waikato. Oncehe initial application for the ethnographic fieldwork was granted (in March, 2012) |
YIRS O2yidlFOG 6A0GK (GKS /KFEFANXIY 2F GKS aSyQa {KS
host information sheet in appendix one. | then presented the same shetttet®@oard of Trustees,

and gavethem the opportunity to raise concernand to make chnges. As part of this process, |
obtained writtenpermissionfrom the Trusteego participate in theactivities of the Shedo observe
Sheddiesto record my observatios and toapproach Sheddieaboutinforming andparticipaingin

the research. While each of the Trustees came to talk to me individually about the project, no
concerns were raiseddy presence andesearchintentions werefirst communicated to members of

thea Sy Qa { KSR ingh May R012{ ik NiBh¢ K S Radtialy newsbtter. A copy of my
participant information sheet (presented in appendix two) wasde available in the X SR QA&

lunchroom for members to take and readt was important to me thathe second stage of the
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months (March, 2012 April, 2013), establishing a high level of rapport and amassing a large amount

of journal information, it wasappropriate to include group discussion and interview methods into

the research design. Amendments to the ethics application were granted in April 2013 for

conducting the focus group discussion and interviews.

As described earlieft went to the Shed, atched, got to know people, and got involved. | took notes

along the way. Largely, myagicipant-observation notes were recorded in a journal at the end of

each patrticipation day, using bullets points to summattse events of theday. However, | found

that my notes became more expansive as my fieldwork progressed. By the end of stage one, my
notes were taking a full day to complete, and were done the day following my participation.

adapted form of a doublentry method described by Zemlians{@008b)was incorporated into the

journal work to promote continued analysis andeflection throughout my participation. In the

present case, | divided my journal pages i@ columns one for recordiy my observations and

thoughts, and one for recording aftéinoughts reflections, explanationsand querieghat arose at

the time of recording and reeading The Board of Trustees, as well as the Sheddies | made friends

with or worked alongside, proved to be crucial informants and added valuable insights thieng

process. Informantsvere particularlyuseful in discussing and mapping the dynamics of the groups,

and answering questionshiad about my observationsparticularly about members, the everyday
NRdziAySa 2F GKS { KSRXZ Img Rhetime Spent réfleclng anhelnéivities Wa G 2 2 F
of the ShecknableR YS (2 OF LJGdz2NE { KSRRAS&AQ LISNELISOGAGBSaA |

| also found empirical materials from secondary sources to be usetnpkementing field-work,

and deepeing my understandings ofthe Shed These econdary sources assst me in
understandingparticipantfactions (Zemliansky, 2008a)lhey provided part of the context for my
interpretations and aided me in generatingelevant questions to befurther explored with the
Sheddies(Whitehead, 2005) Newsletters and newspaper articlggovided me with information

about theShedd & K A & (i 2 NiBdXocibpblijical dantax§Zemliansky, 2008aln particular, the
newsletters & ¢St f 4 {KSRRAS&AQ fdzyOKGAYS RAA&AOdza&aA?2
understanding of their priorities and languagee, and guided my interviewing and group discussion
jdzSatdAz2yad bSgall LISNI FyR 2yt AyS | NIAearidlay & ¢S

were useful for following the progress of the Shadd for keeping up to date on projects | wast
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keeping current with the progress of tfeonstruction of the Shed as well as matters the Trustees

saw as important to relay to Sheddies. Furthexcandary sourceslso provided insight into the
OKItftSyasSa {KSRRASa TFIFI0OS Ay SadlroftAakKAy3da | aSy
newspaperarticles which report opposition from neighbours who raise concerns such as the
potential for excessive levels of noise. These news articles illustrate the struggles some men face in

trying to establish positive and supportive spaces for men.

| employed goup discussion and interview methods gaina more indepth and more focused
understanding of participants andhe Shed than was possible through observation alone
(Whitehead, 2005; Zemliansky, 2008lYith one exception (in which the interview was carried out

the day before), the interviews took place in the weeks following the group discussion. To guide me

inthe NP dzLJ RA&AOdzaaAiz2ys> L RNIXIFTGIESR | WFIF OATAGE G2NI N
ddzo2S0ia 6adzOK Fa | dzRA2 NBO2NRAY3I FyR LI NIAOALN

topics to discuss (see appendix three).

The group discussion centrenh three broad hemes: the Shed, Sheddies, apldce. The focus of

GKS G(G2LAO0O:I WGKS {KSRQI g a ,a to@airdsightintoNghdrédA LI y ( 2
dzy RSNRGFYRAY3Ia 2F (GKS aSyQa { KSR b2NIK {rK2NB®
conceptualisations and expectations of the men who might frequent the Shed. In the third topic,

WL F OSQ> L GNRSR G2 3ISG F FSSt F2NJ LI NIOAOdzZ | NI al
happenings that take place in these spaces. Thevige's also centred on similar themes: the Shed,

{ KSRRASAZ YR LINIAOALI GAZ2Yyd ¢KS (2LAO0OT WYiKS {K
IFAY AYAAIKE Ayd2 LISNE2YFf OANDdzyaidl yoSa GKIG £ €
Noi K { K2ZNBE® ¢KS &ASO2WROARIAFROI2 yWIKKS { KYSRRNIBMEDG S S Q
GAGK 20KSNJ { KSRRASA FyR (UKS S@g2fdziAzy 2F (GKSas
asked interviewees to talk about their personal involvemén the Shed and its everyday

happenings.
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participants to discuss the wide range of their experiences at the Shed. In particular, | focussed on
communicatingmy understanding of what participants were discussing, making reflective or
clarifying statement$Jacobs & Reupert,20) | YR | R2LJiAy 3 (G(KS NBEtS 27F |
SYljdZANBNJ NBfS o6Fly Syl OGYSyil o6& 6KAOK W200A2dzaQ
takenfor-d N} yiG SR | aadzyLliaAz2zya |yR KFLWLISYyAy3Iao ¢k a LI
everyday lives and seemingly mundane practices. By using thissteictured style, | was able to

capture information that was both of relevance to the studyd of importance to Sheddies as

indicated by the trajectories of their narratives. It also allowed me greater flexibility through

spontaneous questioning.

3.3 Stage two prticipants

A total of 12 Sheddies participated in stage two of the research. SeEuhe 12 men participated in

both the group discussion and an interview. Two of the 12 men participated in the group discussion
only. Three of the 12 participated in an interview only. Actual names of participants involved in the
group discussion or inteiews were used where they requested | do so. Six participants requested
pseudonyms and not all provided details about their age. Gleaning demographic information was
difficult, as many participants did not return consent forms, preferring instead toigeoverbal
consent, which was audio recorded. | had hoped to inclddscriptived dzY Y NA S& 2 F LJ NIi?’
here, but while a few were happy to give details about their circumstance, others preferred not to
divulge such information, and some preferred notbe identifiable from the information given. The
ages, ethnicities, occupations at the time of the research, and aspects of the research the
participants engaged in, are presented in table 1. Many Sheddies declined to take part in stage two
of the reseach, but were more than happy to chat more casually and be observed in the Shed. In
respecting their wishes not to take part in stage two, | have also removed their names from journal

entries that appear in this thesis that resulted from data collectiostatje one.

2 carl Rogers identified empathy, unconditional positivgarel, and genuineness as important for effective
clienti KSNI LIA&aG NBfFiA2yaKALIA® w23ISNAIY O2dzyaStftAy3a A& o
understood by counsellorC Rogersl957; C. Rogers, 1959)
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Tablel. Participant information (at time aftage two of the researgh

Participant  Participated in  Participated in  Age Occupation Ethnicity
Group Discussion  interview

Dave \% \% 74 Employed partime NZ European
Deasy \% \% 82 Retired NZ European
George \% \% 82 Retired NZ European
Jerry \% \% 81 Retired English

John - \% - Retired English

Rat V V 67 Retired NZ European
Ross Mc - V - Retired NZ European
Ross M - \% - Retired English

Skip \% \% 67 Employed padtime NZ European
Tuatara \Y Vv 62 Selfemployed NZ European
Mike Vv - - Retired NZ European
Fred Vv - 75 Retired South African

3.4 Analysis process

As a bricoleur, | drew on such constructsaaso-ethnography, discursive analysis, phenomenology,

literary analysis, and son, in a fluid and participaddB & LI2 y a A @S | LILINB I OK (i 2

Shedbased activities. My opeanded approach allowed a broader interpretation of the data than
0e OKz2z2aAiAy3a (2 WFALQ {KSRRASa&aQ SEL@NKSEY S a
inductive orientation that soughtto generate an interpretation from a case stug rather than
deductively confirming or rfieting an existing theoryEmerson, 1995)The openended approach
alsohelped me toattempt to interpret{ K S R Realifiedifthe Shedasthey mightunderstand thér
own (Whitehead, 2004)This is not to say that | ignored existing theory or drew on it uncritically, but
rather moved backandforth between appropriate theory and fieldnotes, shaping my

interpretation and analysis of fieldata(Emerson, 1995)

While nothaving a distinct hypothesis, | didve an idea about whdthoped to learn.Naturally, this
had an impact orthe activites of the Shed that | attended to and participatedahthe expense of
others. At the same timegmy experiences generated questions todmsweed throughfurther field-

work and conversationWhitehead(2004)refers to this as the process (formulating gsggons) and
products (answeringjuesions) of ethnography. The formation of questions through tie spent

among participants helpedie to answer questins that wee of significace to participants, and

SEL

Ay

which weae attempted o bel YA 6 SNBR FNRBY LI NIA @6 duix gfigen€ratinglS NB& LIS C
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questions, waextensive fieldworkand anopen-ended exploration of KSRRA Sa @\ flaxihlé O A OS a
and participatory research approach svaeal in a research context which proddasanticipated

findings andallowed forchanges to preconceived ide@$odgetts & Stolte, 2012)

Acknowledgingthat | wasentering a newsocial spacevith my own preconceptionsnotions of

absolute objectivity were clearly not relevafiemliansky, 2008a)Not trying to design all my

guestions and procedures before my encounters in the Shpdned up space for me to act in an

engaged and responsive manner, to makethodological and analyticahoicesalong the way that

reflected a combination of my owrassumptionsabout what | saw and what the participants said

and did.Specifically, my apgrl OK (12 FTASt Re2N] YR AYOGSNLIINBGF GA2Yy
NEFf SO0 a(1mysiNBRYRNaAAY ¢ KA OK caiihdest lupeddike pbtceptiting 674 Q | NI
the researcher the activities they have participated in, and the peopleyth@veencountered in the

process L I f az2 02y Odamimkument thak diféredtikeinoirapbers researching

the same contextould develop different findings due to personal differences and differing field

work dynamics.

My approach required me to engage in processesefiexivity, and to be aware of mybasis fo
interpretations and assumptions underlying rognceptualisatiorof SheddiegWhitehead, 2004)I

found it helpful to draw Sheddies into this process, where they could act in dual roles as both
participants and adjudicators of thesearch. This reflexive dialectic opened up opportunities for the

SELX 2N} GA2Yy 2F YdzZ GALX S WiNHzZiKAaQ | YR t@unddder dzd Ay (
onedzy A @S NA& (ErbersdjilRgfxefle@inga02 y & G NHzOG A @A adG adl yOS GKI G
jointly constructed with others in their social world®Vhitehead, 2004) My use of ongoing

fieldwork, reflexivity,and triangulationreflects my earlier assertiorthat { K SRRA S & Qaref A FS g 2 |
continuously (re)constructed with others in their attempts to understand theirs and ofletfons

(Emerson, 1995)including my own. Likewise, Radley and Chamber{d®il2) suggest that

LI NOAOALI yiGa LIR2NINIe GKSYyasSt@gSa Ay LI NIAOdZ I NI &
will vary as a function of who they feel is observingnthdn this way, the findings of this thesis

should be conceptualised as joint products of both myself and my participants.

The analysis itself was an ongoing process that took place throughout and beyond my empirical
engagements. While journaling and esfting on entries, | was concurrently searching academic
literature for appropriate ideas to aid the interpretation of my observatiofise analysisirew on a

range of qualitative techniques that evolvasthe research and reading contindeOf particularuse

AY YF1Ay3a aSyasS 2F LINIAOALIYyGaQ (NI} yaONRLIGA 65

within the data. This process was informed by (but not limited to) common practices in qualitative
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analysis such as reading andreading empirical raterials, and dividing the data set into themes,

which were particularly helpful in rendering the material manageable. | then used my journal entries

and informal discussions with key informants to triangulate and explore this a@athemesvere

then subject to (re)interpretation with the help of various academic frameworks and theories. Here,
continued baclandforth interactions with empirical materialand the literature inforned my
interpretation and sens& I {1 Ay 3 2F (KS LI TBpgaddpadts yhérns@ves wee S g 2 NI |
Ffaz2 Ay@2t @SR Ay | alLlSoda 2F GKS FylteidAald LINROSA:
literature, which | discuss in chapter fivEhe end products a collection of compelling extracts and

interpretations whit relate back to the aims of the project

3.5 Chapter summary

Ly GKA&a OKFLIWISNE L RSGFIATSR GKS YSGK2R2ft23AO0I
(re)construction of self through socially and materially embedded and fdased practices. This
involved an intensive ethnographic case study approach which incorporated extensive fieldwork,

interviews, and a focus group.

My ethnographic work itthe Shed facilitated my access to the labour practices that take fiece.

In turn, | learnt that such praces provide important entry points for members to participate in the

{ KSRQa &2O0Alf &0GNUzOG dzNB & -baged InBlonPractzasl JIwasiapl@to A y G K
establish rapport with the Sheddies, and become more than an aloof onlooker, but abcudiniy

and familiar member of the Shed.

¢CKAA FLIINERIFOK LISNYAGGISR YS 640K -Hasedlifeibdrids $nbid dzy R S N
could detached and decontextualized methods alone. It also allowed me to shape the research with

LJ- NI A OA LJIns aril BenegfitinSnintlJa His approach was recognised by the Sheddies involved

AY GKAA NBASIFNDKE FYR INIYGISR YS Of2aSNJ LINRPEA YA (
spent a considerable period of time participating at the Shed, | incorpdraemistructured

interviews and a focus group into the research design to further enrich my understandings of the

Shed and the men that participate there.

The analytic process was a collaborative and ongoing development which occurred throughout the

duration of my participation inthe Shed. Using a researckhasbricoleur approach, | drew on

literature from across the social sciences and beydodhape my interpretation of the data. | also

drew participants into this process. As | explore in chapte, some participants even shared with

YS GKS2NE FNRY 9y3IfAaK fAGSNI GdzNB 6 KAOK GKSe@& dza S
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and meaning for paitipants, and resulted from workingvith participants, rather than conducting

researchon them. The next chapter presents the first of three chapters in which | explore data that
emerged from this research. It details the Shed as a site for this reseadgcputs into context the

data that emerged from my participation.
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CHAPTEROUR

The research site

¢tKA&a OKIFLIWGSN LINBaSyida | (2dzNJ 2F (KS aSyQa { KSR
there (cf. de Certeau, 1984)l begin by locating the Shed materially and socially, and move on to

cover the construction of the Shed itself, the geml ambiance of the Shed throughout my
participation, and important objects that were present during my participation. These objects
represent valuable entry points for me to engage with the social and material realms of the Shed,

and provided focal poistfor my participation in, and reflection on, the Shed. While discussing these
202S800azx L +Ftaz2z AYyuNRBRdzOS a2YS {1S& OKINIOGSNE ¢
development, and the objects that anchor them within the context of the Shedle/aing so, |

present these men as agentive and as tailoring how they presented themselves to me through their
interactions(Radley & Chamberlain, 2012)his chapter not only situates the Shed, but also situates

the men and | as engaged in dynamic relations that created the social scape of the Shed.

4.1 Locating the Shed

¢CKS aSyQa { KSR b2NIK {SKNENSS ADif SayATUAdSf IRSR 2Iyl ! 9 Af 2 i
area is perhaps more mixed than is apparent in aggregate statistics and public perceptions. The 2013
OSyadza RIGF AYRAOFGS GKFG DfSyFAStRQa AyO2YSsI |
greaer Auckland regior{StatisticsNew Zealand n.d.) The median income for Glenfield residents

aged 15 yearsral over was $29,300, compared to $29,600 for the greater Auckland region, with

38% receiving an annual income of $20,000 or less (compared with 39% for the greater Auckland
region), and 25% receiving an annual income of $50,000 or more (compared to 29égards to

age demographics, 10% (431) of Glenfield residents were aged 65 years or over (with roughly equal
numbers of older men and women) compared to 11.5% (162,788) of the greater Auckland
population, which is, again, reflective of the greater Aucklleegion. Such figures offer a very broad

picture, which can hide the diversity within Glenfield and income polarisation. An article in the North

Shore Times states that the wider North Shore area has an erroneous reputation as being a
particularly affluet area(L. Willis, 2013)The BkenheadNorthcote Community Gordinator was
AYGSNIBASESR F2NJ (KS he NaebtypindSdt theCehoreYaS gifludnymibkesd iKa 0 &
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real struggle to get funding for vital projeéts I y R (i fare fockétsl ok gbweBy{and]plenty of

middle income earneis(L. Willis, 203).

When | made initial contact with the Chairman of the Board of Trustees about participating at the
Shed,the physical Bed itself had not yet been built.The Auckland City @incil had approved

building and resource consenfor the construction of thé&hed on the Glenfield site under a 10x10

year leas®. The building and eartivork was funded throughgrants from various community
organisations including the Birkenhead Licensing TthsMachinery and hand tool$iad been

donated from the public androm local business&s | YR ¢SNB 0SAy3 ai2NBR
personal residenceA 300n¥ concrete floor slab was laid in Febru@@12 and the kitsetexterior of

the Shed waserected by contractors in March 201Zhis kitset structure is an aluminium garage

type unit built over an aluminium frame. The Shed is situated physically on land owned by the
Auckland City Council and is adjacent to a popular tennis club. On the opposite side of the tennis
Of dzo Aa | OKAfRNByYyQ&a L} I &3 NPtheySRed artd KeBinis @lubf i3 g &
frequented by a wide range of local people who attend the tennis club or playground, or who use

the walkway as a thoroughfare.

After completionof the kitset build the keys for thehed were handed over to thTrustees. While

some tradesmen were hired for such tasks as plumbing, insulation, and drain laying, a core group of
0KS { KSRQ& S NI doSpetsd thelklacthicgl Ivorky tRussmgaddiframing, tiling work,

and insulation preparation on the interior of the Sheas well as landscaping on the area
immediately exterior to the Shed. The number of hours worked by Sheddies in constructing the Shed
interior were recorded by the Trustees for the purpose of acquiring future funding, providing
evidence of time spent workg on projects that may be considered of benefit to the local
community. More than 2,700 hours were recorded in the first nine months. The overalltfit

process took 13 months. During this time, | participated in thedit of the Shed and witnessed

bonds between Sheddies develop and grow through our participation. Indeed, the data collected for
GKA&a (GKSaixa F20dzaSa 2y GKS O2yySOGAzya GKIG g
conception.Figure 1 shows photographs of the Shed at various stafes development, from

concrete slab to internal fibut by a core group of Sheddies. The internabfit of the Shed lasted

dzy At G(GKS aKSRQ&a 2FFAOALE 2LISYyAy3a AYy ! LINAES HAMC

13 A 10x10 year lease is a tgrar lease with nine additional teyear lease optionsebdingto a possible total

leaseof 100 years

14 The Birkenhead Licensing Trust was established by the New Zealand Parliament in 196 btdahsontr

operation of licensed gaming premises in the Birkenhead area, though it no longer serves this purpose. The
¢NHzad Aa OdaNNBydfte I WwySi LINRPOSSRa O2YYAGHSSQ 2F (GKS
to local community groups in Benhead and surrounding areas from gaming fu(iliskenhead Licensing

Trust, n.d).
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Figurel. Photographs depicting thehysical constructio# ¥ G KS aSy Qa { KSR b 2 NJ

¢CKS LK2023IN} LKA AY FAIANBE m NBLINBaSyd | GNIyatz
which was completed by its members, the Sheddies. As the physical structure of the Shed took
shape, it povided and became the material means by which Sheddies developed relationships. The
photographs depict not just the evolution of physical space, but also point to tangible evidence of

the relationships that made it possible, and which endured long p8tthO2 Y LI SG A2y 2F (K
YI GSNRI € RSPSt2LIYSyido 1'a L (2d2OKSR 2y Ay OKIL
conceptualised through consideration of the physical environnagwt material practicef the Shed,

given the imbued and mutually shaping dalls 2 F 202S0Ga& Ay LIS2L)X SQa 2
locations within the Shed (the workshop, lunchroom, and office) were shaped by the Sheddies
themselves, and the layout of such spaces can continue to be modified to accommodate the
changing spatial needasf Sheddies. For example, workshop equipment and furniture is often moved

to accommodate large projects which require particular social dynamics to achieve them, such as

the collaborative efforts and input of multiple Sheddies. The development and rmatific of
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spatial arrangements at the Shed renders visible the dynamic interplayeba the social and

material inthe Shed, and their mutually defining natu@'Donnell et al., 1993)

A core group of Sheddies consistently attended the Shed during this early. Sthgecore group
were afforded a notable opportunity to work together and connect, due to the laagde and
labourA Y 1 SY A A @S  y I (i deNSThesd meil Kilgled eEviR@ed togethér in a constant
flux in small teams. The makeup of these teatlepended on the temporary demands of-fitit
projects and milestones. The fluidity of wetdam networks during the fibut was governed by
material requirements, with men being assigned and reassigned to work teams depending on the
men present, and the hysical requirements of each task. The projeased malleability of work
teams reflects the sociable and flexible nature of Sheddies in working together collaboratively.
t N22S00a adzO koutlcarry witk $hem{ akpBalicdda shardd(goals whidlawl Sheddies
together and open up opportunities to engage and connect with a range of other men. This
particular group developed and shared a sense of pride and ownership that stems from the seminal

construction efforts that took place during the constriget of the Shed:

gy GKS SyRZ L GKAYy]l GKFG Y2ad 2F dza K2 62N
AR | o0f22R@& 322 Rort@dRasatednSWBIdWRI ¢2dz (Y262 0l

-Ross M

Ly NBYAYAaOA Y Jout2R6ss drgns onf snSeRd® Achievemiéént and congratulatory
reverence he anticipates is shared by others in this core group. Such historical achievements
continue to texture the everyday practices of the Shed with appreciation. The very walls of the Shed
are not just productsof Sheddie labour, but offer a visual demonstration of the fruits of their
solidarity and collaborative effort, and work to crystallise the relational ties of this core group. For
these men, the Shed is both a monument and migpace through which to eablish a sense of
connection to the ethos ofollaboration and achievement ime Shed(Cassim, Stolte, & Hodgetts,

2015)

¢CKS AYyGSNyrft LKeaAxoOrt aLlk oS 2F (KS aSyQa { KSR b
men interested in shared social and physical activity. Thieatmin of particular machinery for

woodwork and metalwork projects renders visible the expeateaterial practicehat takes place at
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the Shed. The opeplan setup and shared workstations in the workshop further imghle

expectation of collaboration andpen observation.

Figure2. Photos ofhe{ KSR Qa sgpacH,) a K2 LJ
andorganisation ofpractical and symbolic objecssich as tools

The intentional gathering of functional objects for the express purposes of matendugtivity

makes obvious the intent of these men to take part in construction projants specific forms of

material practic hy @AAAGAYy3I GKS { KSR F2NJ G4KS FANBRG GAY!
might be used to participate both physliyaand socially at the Shed:

G2 KSy tHeshgdl¢g GK2dZAKGE WiKFEGQR 0SS 3J22Rd L tA1S
O2dz R Ayadlrydate 4SS GKAa Kdz3S g2N] aK2L) Fdf €
- Tuatara
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When entering the Shed, merbserve objects that symbolise specific forms of activity, and this
leads them to expect particular forms of objacte and communal practice. Such objects and
practices, and the Shed space, provide refection points through which timesecome to place
themselves inthe Shed and how they can relate to others the glodgetts et al., 2013; Hurdley,
2006; Reckwitz, 2002These men respond to familiar objects such as tools, and to practices such as
WY Iy A U K layafede@daced #the Shed. In this way, Sheddies can come to understand and
place themselves through engaging with particular activitiggects, and people present fhe Shed
(Heidegger, 1982)At the same time, these men draw on plazased markers to (re)anchor a sense

of self and of continuityCuba & Hummon, 1993)

The gathering of specific objects and #kended men with an interest in engaging in particular
forms of physical and social interaction was highlightgdTinatara, who eflects on the Shed as a
pl- 0S &LISOATAOLFItfe FT2NJ { KSRRAS&X IyR GKIGd {KSRRAS

G2 KSy L alte¢g GKIG FR F2N G6KS {KSRX L (GK2dAKGX
YIE1AYy3 LI I OSd Ilcan®arn. Mayhdfl Ea® ShowssirBeNdBoplé some of the
G§SOKYyAljdzSa GKIFIG L 1y26Qd {2 L (GKAY]l YlIAyfte ¢
said[in the group discussionhbout this thing of having some people around, people a lot
like that projectPeopleinPla¢ed ¢ KI G ¢l & NBlIffte IF22Rd ¢KIF G ad

¢ Tuatara

As the quote illustrates, when Tuatara first imagined the Shed, he felt a strong sense of connection

since the Shed aligned with his values around sociability, creative projeatsjng, sharing, and

belonging. Tuatara anticipates his emplacement in the Shed, as he recognises it as a place where he

has something to offer the group, and can establish his fit by demonstrating his competence to other
Sheddies through the use of plabased objects and préices. The Shed exemplifies agt where

O2YY2y AyiSNBada 2F WYF1AYy3IQ FYyR 08Ay3I azO0ralbf ¢
good persorplace fit and flourish. Sheddies such as Tuatara respond positively to this and feel

WL F OSRQ® ¢ KS baséKPBaNf gpéhs @ TFa wide radhd dd Social and practical

2LILIR NI dzyAGASE F2NJ { KSRRASa G2 Sy3ar3asS gAGK 20§KSNJ

Binhisiit SNPAS@E ¢dzt dF N YI RS Pndplais RNERs@Sarchdroject lapkng at Sy G A G ¢
the history of early modern London (158020)which focussed othe history of particular families and
houses.
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As can be seen on the floor plan of the Shed in figure 3, the largest area of théa®inetcontains

GKS f10S8Sfas WY2RSEt YL 1Ay 3JiQgiventbse? ® g voildsioX which/y R WSy
houses the productive activity of the Shed. The second largest area is the lunci(iaduetied

W1 A G OK S yik WhichizyiakBre@aks and meals artaken. Both areas are sites for social

participation and intentional camaraderie development. These are key themes discussed in chapters
five and six.
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Figure3. Floor plan éagramof the Shed

The physical layout of the Shedlests the importance of the workshop and lunchroom areas, and

the activities that happen there: a space for particular forms of labour (woodwork and metalwork, in
particular), and a space for socialising and relaxing over food and drink. There are alkry sm

spaces at the Shed for other forms of labour (i.e. the office and electronics room) and ablutions,
though these spaces were not foregrounded and discussed by participants (with the exception of
W2KYysS @¢gK2 22@0AFftf& NBETSNWNNBRO (@K SSHSS CHINRYBRO&6 S NB |
granted micreelements of the Shed space.

The workshop offers a large space in which clusters of Sheddies work together and build
camaraderie through collaboration and conversation. In the lunchroom, general saticn

happens with the collective membership of the Shed who break for lunch at the same time.
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Participants drew attention to the evolving nature of their relationships and how these manifest
differently in particular spaces within the Sh@dbdgetts & Rua, 20103uggesting that relationships

for the participants are very much influenced by thaterial landscape of the Shed.

| experenced firstK I YR G KS AYLI OG0 27F itk Gery pt&Sphad, onf rhyd 2 dzi
navigation of Shed spaces and amgches to social interactions the Shed. With the exception of

f dzyOK GAYSI GKS $2N)] aK2L) aLI OS wefof ficksSed achvifyQa { KS
This can culminate in an assault on the senses to someone not used to woodwork or metalwork
workshop environments. The noise and hubbub is regularly punctuated with greetings and bursts of
conversation, and it is in this maelstraimat Sheddies collaborate, connect, find purpose, and take

pride in their work. The following journal entry describes my reaction to the typical Shed

environment on a particular day.

I chose to enter the shed through the doorWksading into the lunchrom] (as opposed to

the roller door)[which leads directly into the workshopkcause | wanted to say hi to
everyone gradually. If | walk in through the roller dfeord straight into the workshop] get

a little overwhelmed by the noise and trying to takeeverything at once. It is hard for me to

say hi to people and have decent conversations with them when | am still trying to adjust to
the often chaotic atmosphere of the Shed. The first men | encountered were working in the
lunch room where | depositeshy bag. The lunch room was in disarray and there was
scaffolding dominating the room. Two of the guys said hi and continued working. After
hanging around for a while and watching them work, | wandered off into the Shed proper.
Rosssaw me from across thghed and came to say hi, and | told him that | hardly recognised
the place with all the walls stuffed with insulation. He seemed to be very pleased and excited
at the progress. | continued walkitlgrough the &ed, greeting the Sheddies and asking if |
coud be of help.

¢ Journal entry August 27, 2012

¢tKS y2Aa@ YR LINRPRdAZOGAGS FFTGY24LKSNE 2F (KS {K
interactions with the Shed and with other men that participate there. At the same time, it is also
welcoming and able tde navigated in multiple ways. There is often a lot going on at once that

renders this an immersive space.
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The Shed is also located socially within the community through the labour and gifts it supplies to
local organisations. In particular, Sy’ Q & cipafiorNdi the Shed anchors them in the wider
community through opportunities to produce goods that are expected to benefit local community
groups. Their participation and engagement with community activities reflects their connection with
those communites (Putnam, 1995) The opportunity to connect through giving is a particular

incentivefor some men who participate ithe Shed. As Dave explains:

GCRESR gAff (SSLI A2Ay3a AT 6SQ@S 3A20G 3F22R LNEP
but some good community projects. Cos people are quite altruistic. A lot of guys want to do
GKAYy3a F2NJ GKS O2YYdzyraiies

- Dave

The Sheddiesse the{ K S &bfe ®dbjecs, machines and tools, to makew objects for community

gpaces. This is part of how th@e&dl is woven into the community as a local featuddjects that are

LINE RdzOSR FyR 3IAFOGSR (G2 (GKS O2YYdzyade aevozfaraas
O2YYdzyAle IyR (42 OFNB F2NI 20KSNAR® { SNBAOS G2 GK
LIKAf 232LKe YR OKIFNIOGSNWY 51 @SQa F002dzyid LRAYy(a
O2yiNROGdziA2Y AY @KAOK GKS DbehefitsSaNdngefof pedp@\VRISEDS 2 F
Berscheid, & Walster, 197.3¢Consumption of, and participation in, joint communiyiented action

(re)aF ANY¥a& { KSRRASAQ aKINBR dzyRSNEGFIYRAYy3a IyR ARS
The production and donation of useful objects to community groups, such as local kindergartens,
anchors Sheddies to the Shed through a shared sense of altruism\ang, gis well as positioning

the Shed positively within the community. Figure 4 depidtsank you letter§2from local
1AYRSNEFINISya Ay NBaLRyaS (2 202S500a 02y aidNHzOGSF
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Donations of handrafted objects to kindergartens are a physical expression of the Shéddres

for local children(Hodgetts & Rua, 2010and the Sheddies desire to provide for othérke letters
above point to the collective agency of the Shed, and also to the recognition of production,
contribution, and care the Shed contributes to the communi8uch demonstrations offer an
alternative to a widespread climate of concern and suspicion regarding men and their interactions
with children. It is important that the efforts of these men are acknowledged celebrated as valid

ways men can contribute to the wellbeing of local children and the community.

It can be difficult to advocate for ate-specific spaces in urban contexgven certain climates of
fear surrounding menFor example, in a conversatiovith Johnaa Sy Qa { KSR o0AYy | y 2|
New Zealand) had been opposed fgighboursbased on theirconcern about theisk ofabuse to

local chidren at the hands of older men. Hodgetts and R2@08)have also drawn attention to the
NEJdz F GA2y 2F YSyQa AyiSNIOGA2ya 6AGKI | yR

(0p))
[
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<
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John stated that he sees Stes agguardians othe localresidents asvell as a helpful part of the
community. The Shed is a site through which men literally carve out a caring and productive space
within their local community, and offer support through practices of labour, gjftimnd

guardianship.

4.2 A tour of some important bjectslocated at the Shed

Objects play an important role in the way the Shed, construction projects, and relationships are
(re)produced.In the Shed, objects such as tools and raw matedaaéssmuch moe than physical

things employed by the Sheddies to construct specific projects. Rather, objects are agents in

{ KSRRASaAQ a20Alf AYGSNIOilA2Yy & | y Puldng.fThe ofjelts LIS { K
that have been brought into and positionedthin the Shed have an ongoing influence on the social
interaction that takes place ther¢Gibson, 1979; Wood & Gilk&orti, 2008) which is rendered

visible through actioriGaver, 1996)Recognising that people, settings, and relations can be mutually

defining (Altman, 1993)s an important step in understanding the Shed. This section introduces a
selection of three important objects in the Shed and the consumptive practices that were associated

with these obijects.

The exemplar of the bandsaw

The restorationof a damaged bandsaw became pivotal to my sense of contribution and
emplacement at the Shed. The bandsaw is depicted in figure 5, and was an object | used to
demonstrate my willingness to engage with the material culture of the Shed. My contributioto th
restoration of this damaged object set the scene for my ongoing interactions with particular men.
The bandsaw is now a fixture of the Shed and is still frequently used by Sheddies in woodworking
projects. Here, | want to explore the ways in which thigtipalar object provided me with a
fundamental entry point into the social landscape of the SHedb so in ordeto demonstrate the

ways in which particular objectand the people that use thepbecome entwined within this place.
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Figureb. Photographs that depict the restoration of a damadmthdsaw

In a pivotal learning moment during the restoration of the bandsaw, | realised that labour, and
tangible evidence of it, could act as a medium of exchaihggdol & Bessel, 2003yhich could
embed me within the social structure dghe Shed. The journal entry below describes how |
purposefully approached a Sheddie (who did not take part in an interview or the group discussion)
with whom | had not previously managed to build much of a connection. | offered the Sheddie

practical labournd received engaged social interaction in response:

L RSOARSR (G2 Sy3alr3aS wiKS {KSRRASBZ FANRGIE 0o
also wanted to make an effort in getting to know him. [He] had been one of the men who

was patrticularly disirerested at my introduction as a researcher on the first day of relocating

the equipment. Because of this | have been expecting some resistance from him in regards to

Yé LINR2S§O0de® L RARYQUO KIFI@S GKS O2dzNI 38 G2 NB;
instead asked if | could be of any help to him doing maintenance on the bigger machines. |
SyO2dzyi SNBR y2 NBaAradryOS +id ffd wdaOKESHND KS
F2NJ 0KS YI OKAYS KS gl a ¢2NJ]AyYy3ag@ubscied Wad)dzaK KS
and showed me the hole where the screw was supposed to go. He also led me to a bandsaw

that had sparked when he had plugged it in. He explained that it was sparking and that the

motor needed to be taken off and the dust blown out.

¢ Joumnal entry: April 23, 2012
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The extract demonstrates how, in this research, practical activity or labour functioned as the crucial
conduit for building trust, rapport, and connection. It also points to an act of inclusion within the

ongoing 8ed interactionsthat enablel the two of usto initiate collaboration and tobecorne

entwined within the 8ed.L a2 dZAK4G (2 WFAIGQ Y& | OGA2Y Ay | gl @&
heart of the Shed. This methodological insight was based on the accumulation of maciiotes

with Sheddies. This previously reserved and somewhat distant Sheddie responded immediately to an

offer to help that was given in a way that was congruent with the practices of the Shed. By
requesting to engage in the materiality of the Shed, h&pmnded in kind and provided a vehicle for

YS G2 Sy3ar3asS Ay LINBRdzOGAGS | OGAGAGEd | A& WI LILINEB:
skillsacross generations inbackyald § Ra > | yR NBTf SOla G(KS SylisAiAySR
material expression that imbue the Shed. Moving forward from this moment, my ongoing approach

to participating inthe Shed placed objects as focal points in my interactions with other Sheddies,
through which | continued to demonstrate my witjness to engage pracally inthe Shed, and to

not simply observe what was going on.

The bandsaw was a device through which | experienced encouragement, creativity, resourcefulness,
independence, observation, discussion, contribution, guidance, and particular approacivbsattd
O2YAaARSNI AYyF2NN¥IE WFHLLINBYGIAOSaAaKALIQd 9y3aAFIAAYy3I LI
opportunity for me to learn abut the dynamics of labouring the Shed first hand, as | explain in my

journal:

On asking if | could lend a hand with ampg, [the Sheddie had approached] suggested

that | could build a dusguard for the bandsaw | had taken the motor off, whiethad since

NELX  OSR® ¢KAA ¢g2dzZ R Ay@2ft @S | Gidl OKAYy3 | WAK
cutting machine above wddi not fall into the motor. | had no idea about how to do this so |

asked where to start. He suggested placing two wedges on either side of the motor and
placing a shelf on top. | must have misunderstood him the first time because when | repeated

what | thought he had suggested, to confirm | had the right idea, he responded that | could

R2 AU lye ¢gl& L tA1SR® L FY 0S3IAYyYyAy3d G2 (K
things when it comes to doing things in the Shed. It seems that ingenuity, imverss; and
FTNBESR2Y 2F ONBlIGAGAGE I NB OFfdzSRd L SELX | Ay S
me to some oftuts and found a rectangular piece of wood that | could cut into two
triangles. | was a little worried that he would lose patiemdth me, since | have no wood

working knowledge and have to be taught from scratch and explained everything twice. He
RARY QiU (K2dzaAKX 42 L ¢g2yRSNIJAF KS YIeé& KIF@S A
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thought | should do, he went back to whatkd R 6 SSy R2Ay3 602y UAYydzy:
toys which [Deasy] had started) and left me to work on my own (the machines we were
working with were siddy-side, so we were working in the same space). [Another Sheddie]

came over and chatted with [the Slikd | was working initially with], then took an interest

AY 6KIFIG L ¢61Fa R2Ay3Id L SELXFAYSR GKIFIG L KIFR
to fix them to either side of the motor. Here, [the second Sheddie] took on a sort of mentor

role and guiéd me through the rest of the process. He discussed with me where | wanted the
screws to go and gave suggestions on how to do so. He then helped me find the appropriate
screws, led me to an electric drill machine (I should start recording and learnipgotber

names of these machines), showed me how to use it, and left me to finish drilling. While
attaching the wedges, [the first Sheddie] started a conversation with me, asking what |
planned to make for myself in the Shed. When talking to me, | wassedphat he knew my

name, given that even though | have talked to him before, | have never introduced myself
LINEPLISNI & L alAR GKId GKS G2RRfSNRa 2@ w5S|
what he intended to make, and he said that he wasgahg to make anything for himself

because he had a workshop of his own at home and could make his own things whenever he

wanted
¢ Journal entry: May 28, 2012

The extract demonstrates how Sheddies responded to my early efforts in productive activity. It
exemplifies their patience and willingness to guide me, and also their interest in getting to know me
once | engaged in the Shed on their terf@sople and objectbecomelinked and arédbound to each

other throughtheir engagementgAllen, 2011; Bourdieu, 1986Jhe Sheddie in the extract gifts me
with a sens of connection with the saw, and so also to himself and to the SHedugh a form of
supervised autonomyhe allows me space to learn for myself on a project of my.&uch actions
reflect shared understandirmgthat are housed within, and work to (rejmduce particular social
structures(Geertz, 1973)Indeed, he Sheddiein the extractabovereproduces the Shed ethos of
experiencing the world through doing, and invites me into the Shed in a very-fakgmanted yet
significant way via everyday Shed practicdss Ts gplacebased gesturef inclusive goodwilllat is
conveyed throughmaterial practice This example illustrates how networlkd positive and
affirmative relations can become anchored in particular objegilaces,and related activitiesMy
engagement with the materiality of the Shed via the bandsaw thus opened up opjpietito take

LI NI Ay ONBOLINRPRAzOAY3a (KS { KSR (GKNRdzZAK &aLISOAFAO

social action. Through such gestures, the caring, supportive, and communal Shed was opened up to
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me. Engaging with these men as a Sheddeant engaging in productive activity, which was
fundamental for building rapport, and a vital precursor to thessibility of doing research ihe
Shed.It shows the importance of participation rather than simply observation in ethnographic

orientated research.

Attaching the shelf to the bandsamlsogave me a sense of achievement. This sense contributed to
my understanding of how | expect Sheddies to enjoy the Shed in response to their participation in

material projects:

| left the Shed feeling extrerdyegood. Not only had | had a lot of fun working with my hands

and learning about power tools, | felt like | contributed meaningfully to the Shed by helping

to restore faulty tools for others to use. | also felt more like a Sheddie, being one of them
ratheNJ G KIy &a2YS2yS 2dziaARS t221Ay3a Ayd L NBI¢
collaborative approach to learning and problesmlving. While my thoughts had turned to

my family as | walked back to the car, | was also very excited about returning $télketo

complete the task | had started.
¢ Journal entry: May 28, 2012

Contributing to the restoration of the bandsaw was a positive experience involving material
contribution and relationship building, alongside a sense of placement, belonging, wadhha
anticipation of returning to recreate that experience. Such experiences generated a sense of
meaning, relationalityand continuity that collapsed the distance between myself as a younger male
pursuing academic studies and the older retired men, ynahwhom had never engaged in tertiary
study. At the same time, the men apprenticing me via the bandsaw were socialising meplatea

that is textured primarily by tradesmen and working class men W##adQ YA Sirfiversitydoctoral
researcheras beirg from a differentclassor social group However, theywere willing to take the

time and care tovelcome meand resocialise me as a contributindi&lde. People are called into

the world in particular ways through their engagement witthers (Heidegger,1953) At the same

time as | was called into the world as a Sheddie through my engagement with emplaced actors and

practices, they were called into the world as mentors and carers by guiding me.

The journal entry above is an examplef placebased¥ 6 SOAggcial engagamentOldenburg &
Brissett, 1982)andrelationship development with other me(Hodgetts & Rua, 201@t the Shed
Importartly, it reflects the positive function of Sheds in providing men with opportunities for
positive experiences, relational practices, social engagement, community, valuable contribution, and

inclusion(Golding, 2011a; Ormsby et al., 201This materially expressive form of caring and sharing
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is a manifestabn of care in a gendered way that is often overlooketlat all acknowledged in

literature theorising men and masculinities.

Relationship and rapport building are intrinsigatelated to labour practices ithe Shed and are
bound up in class and gendeThis may go some way in explaining the difficulty | encountered
initially in striving to feel like | belonged in the Shed space. My sense of connection and belonging
was not automatic due to differences in age and background, and | came with the aeideha of

being an academic researcher. Connection and rapgornot appear spontaneously the Shed

they need to be worked at. For some new Sheddies it can take time to feel one fits in, particularly if
differences in identities bound to class and edtion are to be navigated. In the extract below, |
demonstrate the difficulty | experienced in forming a connection with another Sheddie in the
context of our contrasting educational backgrounds. | was subject to what | now believe were
attempts to reducamagined differentials in intelligence symbolised by academic/labour differences.
After continued efforts of joint labour, banter, and sharing company, the Sheddie reciprocated and

we ended up developing a positive relationship. My journal entry states:

' {KSRRASB8 22AYSR YS IyR S ONBIGSR Iy2(KSN
holes, and he attaching the nogs with screws. It was during this that [the Sheddie] enquired
l62dzi GKS 62NR WNBaSHNODKSND 2y YgreagdnYo6 G 3T
being there when | had introduced myself (Why? How had | forgotten this?). When |
SELX  AYSRZ KS NBLX AcfuRaedpecpi2; wBetedz® Atlone2ayh Sne fF (i K 2
thoseuneducatedLJS 2 L)t S¢ ® O¢ KS { KSRRA S8 cihecauBe paoilé i YA Y
fA1S YeaStF 3ISG G2 LINLAOALIGS Ay FFOGAGAGASE
fA1S KAYQ 3ISi (2 a20AlftAaS 6KSYy GKSANI a20Al €
work. Despite this, though, he seemed offended byeigg an academic so | tried to lighten

the atmosphere with a joke [another Sheddie] had made. | said that [the other Sheddie] had

G2f R YS OGKFd AFT L RARYQG 3ISG Yé tK5 R2yS:z: (K
of me. [The Sheddie] seemed ®Y¥ A A RSNJ 0 KA&a GKSy I daAKSR | YyR
y2i0 6KIG &2dz KIR Ay YAYRHé L G(GK2dAKG GKFEG L |
nogs, [the Sheddie] quizzed me on whether | could convert centimetres to millimetres in my
KSFR oAd® K2yiS YSGONB L) dzda mn OSYdGAYSGNBa Ay YA

about having to be good at physics when working with large machinery. After this, [the
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Sheddie] left to help some of the other Sheddies. | think my being an academic, not
necessaly my position as researcher, sets up a potential barrier between some of the
Sheddies and myself; one that | have to work to get around. | am reminded of the attitudes of

GKS FANRG b O2f2yAlfa (G2 (KS?*® WelSmakigddzyda Qs
effort to talk to him when | could, or to stand next to him when we were watching the others

work, | think he started to loosen up a bit and he told me an amusing story about trying to

3S0 KSI @& YIOKAYSNE dzLJ 'y St S@IFG2N 6KSy (KSe@

- Journal entry: September 03, 2012

Experiences and expectations of labour and paid employment are subjectively related to social
AO0NI GAFAOILIGAZY YR KSf LI akKl LIS LIS2 L¥PSMIEs, 18Z7)RSNE&E G |
Labour is a predominant form of connection with the world in which class identities are stnddr

and forged(P. Willis, 1977)Indeed, it is evident in the extrecabove that some men relate to the

world and other peoplén it through lifelong workinglass practices that men have engaged in to

support themselves and their families in a capitalist context. However, labour is but one half of
developing connectiomisocial landscapes defined by labour, with social participation constituting

the other half. The journal entry above particularly illustrates that despite being mutually engaged in

labour, it is still necessary to negotiate differences in age and ocaupaid build rapport and

common ground, and to w& to create a socigilace in which to connect.

My participation in fairly mundane tasks, which at first seemed unrelated to my research, generated
breakthrough moments for me in gaining access to theBhel & 'y WAYAARSNIR® . &
following through with my offes, and achievinasting material resu$ | was able to experience the

Shed as | anticipate other Sheddies might also experience it. In particular, | can reflect on my
experiences of antribution, achievement, and placement, and how | stamped my presence
physically on the Shed. The bandsaw is an object that is imbued with meaning for me (and those
who patrticipated in its restoration with mer who took an interest), and gives me a eefion point

to consider my interactions with the Shed and the (re)production of its culture as a Sheddie.

The exemplar of scaffolding

Everyday, takedffior-granted objects that are used for practical purposes d&weddies together and
open upplaces formen in the 8ed to notice and appreciate each other. In this section, | use the

exemplar of scaffolding as an object of carereveal the ways in which Sheddies look out for-one

1 Newchuns: the European settleterm for aristocratsand new British immigrants
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FY20KSNJ FyR (F1S y20A0S 27F SI OK soiiskaffidddgiwhighSt £ 0 S A
were used in the fiobut of the Shed. The mitograph on the left depicts | { SAKA TG 2 NJ Wi
scaffolding created by resting a wooden board between two trestles, and using clamps to secure the

board in place. The photographontheh 3 Ki RSLIA OGa Y2NB WLINRPFSaarAz2yl €

was hired from a scaffolding company.

Figure6. Various forms of scaffolding used to construct the internal Shed

Saffolding isused to provide access to spas that are normally out of reach due to height.
Navigating scaffolding generally requires a degree of flexibility and agility. Sheddies drew on
characteristics that set me aside from the group (such as my youngexrabgssumed agilityand

their senioity) and used this to their advantage in completing work via scaffold.

| ended up running up and down the scaffolding, clamping and drilling thedrd in place.
| think this was left to me due to my age and assumed younger energy as, at one pomt, whe
a shorter panel had to be carried up the scaffold and put into place, [a Sheddie] commented

GKFG GKAA LI NIAOdz I NI 226 0SS tSTO F2N 6KS Wo 2«
¢ Journal entry July 18, 2012

My visually comparativege, with its connotations of engy and agilityand alower position in
labour hierarchieswas rendered visible through the use of scaffolding. Such factors played a large

role in the functions I fulfilled in relation to other Sheddies, particularly within, but not restricted to,
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